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MARTIN MEEKER: So we are recording now, 1 think, although 1 am not heaning
myself again. O.K. [think that we are in better shape now, but am wondering if this,
veah, I don’t kKnow it my microphone is working as well s yours but yours 15 the more
enportant one. So. Larry can you just Briefly introdoce vowrself and just.... The way
thal these things usuully begin is that just busic information. Full name, when and where
you were born, and then we can just go back w talking ke we were talking before. You
can bring out the photo album and we can tatk about some of the people.

LARRY BUTTWINICK: O.K. My ofiicial narne is Lawrence David Buttwinick, If
you count all those up it's eighteen letters. 11075 ton much (o write.

MM: G.K.

LB: Solsign my checks "LV T was born in Los Angeles in the Jewish ghetto on
Scptember 6, 14924, 1t makes me 79, about 1o be 80 vears old.

MM: That's quite a milestone.

LB: Idon't believe it T had a big party when { was 75, at arestaurant, Which was,
people came lrom everywhere, 1L just so happened 1 had a friend lrom England visiting.
My sister came [rom Miami. Several cousing from Los Angeles. A cousin {rom Seatrle.
And we all camped out here at the house, Bed rolls on the {loor, whatever.

MM Where did you have the paity?

LB: At Roma. Aroma?

MM: Mrmhuh.

LB: In Alumeda.

MM: Yes, I've heard of that. And where there mends as well as tamily in anendance?
LB: 1 beg vour purdon.

MM: Friends as well as family?

LB: Oh ves. | had forty people.
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MM: Wow.
LB: Yecah. 1don't have that many Tamily members cxtant.
ihy

MM: Yeuh, What are you gomg (o do about your 80

LE: well, Idon't know, Mavhe.... 'mnot in very good shape now. Pmoreally not
want to doing celebratory, 1s that a word?

MM: Yes, itk
LB: O.K. Because { oftien make up my own, We'll sec.

MM: O.K. So we've got plenty of tape here. No, that's not wape, disk. And so | guess
maybe we should start out with the photo album? QK. Jet's do that,

LB: I started drag in the Sts,
MM: OK.
LB: Actualiy there’s a picture, a folderin there. My Tt drag.

MO Mavbe jusca lide backoround. Belore yvou started performing drag. Were you
performing it or was il ust house parties, or...?

LB: Yeah, just pitics. Ycah.

MM: O K. How did you get imto it What were the circemstances the first ome?
L.LB: One picture. a fiiend of mine who's in that picture.

MM O K.

LLB: He's the one that staded me. Here's a group. That's me on the end.

MM: And what vear s this then?

LB: About 19, .. I would say '57. [ don’t remember. The Baroness on one end.
MM: And that's Henry Von Dykolt, right?

LB: Yes.

MM: OK.

LB: Andthe one next (o me, Tom Litte 15 the one who got me into my first drag.

o
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MM: OK.

LB: That was my mother’s dress.

MM And dhis was at somehody’s home?

LB: Ycs.

MM: Do you remember who's?

LB: Henry,

MM: Itwas ar Henry's home. And at this point in time do vou know where he lived?
LB: On Ouk Street.

MM: On Ouk Street. QK. Arce there any ather people whose names you can remember
{rom this photograph?

LB: Ishould. bat Lean'.

MM: And so, was 1957-58 about the first ime vou did drieg @1 one of these soirdes?
LB3: Yes.

MM: O.K. You sind that when vou moved 1o San Francisco in what year?
LB: '54,

MM: "534, And before that you livedin .7

LB: Richmond,

MM: Richmond, Calitorma?

LB: Ycih.

MM: And before tha?

LB: Berkeley.

MM: Berkeley. And beiore that?

LB: Many places in Berkeley,
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MM Many places.

LB: While I'was going 10 school.

MM: Sa |l should be mindful of that. We can spend as much ar as littde rme as we want
ton, but perhaps you can talk a littde bit about being raised in Boyle Heights and then just
sor1 of progress and bring us up to date o what we are going to alk about o the phota
album.

LB: Well | have always been gay. Fram the very tender age of iike about eight.

MM: 0K

LB: | was already diddling with the boy down the strect.  After which bis mother tound
out and came up screaming at my mother, “don’t you let him near my boy again.”™ But ]
remember distinetly ‘cause we had a porch with a day bed. And [ remember crawhing

underncath the day hed with a little boy. To play.

MM: And your mother was approached by your neighbor? Did she come back ta you
and say anylhing?

11

LB: T don't remember that, T was always the good one. “Couldn’t possibly be my boy.
You know. Very pratective, Too much so. She wouldn't let me have a hicyele. 1 nught
hurt myself. Thar kind of thing,

MNM: Thereare quite a few hills in Boyle Heights, right?

LB: No.not where | lived. Not near Brooklyn Avenoe. 1ts all flat there.

MM: Were vou bom when your parents hived in Boyle Heights?

L.LB: Yes.

MM: Yes. Can vou deseribe that neighborhood? At all? You Tived there untill when?
LB: Until | went into the serviee.

MM And that would have beenin 19,7

LB: 46,

MM: 46, O.K. So from age, from birth until about age twenty-two, you lived in Boyle
Heights?

LB: Right
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MM: OK.
LB: No when Lwas cighteen when | went into the service.

MM: Eighteen you went into the service. So that would have been, vou were biam in
24, that would have been 42 vight?

LB: Earlicr. veah.

MM: During thosc first cighteen years, what do you remember about Boyle Heights?
LB: The wonderful delicatessens. Oh, my back. T fell. My back 15 not doing too well.
MM: Do vou want Lo mave ta anither spot that's more comiortable?

LB: | don't think so. Well, as [ think 1old vou, unofficially befare you were recording,
ahout the synagogue, should 1repeat that whole story?

MM: Sure.

1.B: The 1933 carthgquake. Fodoy might. The Sabbath. Grandpa is at the synagogue for
services and the rest of us are all having dinner at my grandmother’s house. My two
aunts, my mother, grandnta and me. And all of & sudden [ stancd shaking. We knew
gnough to go under a4 wooden doorway, Which wouldn™ fall apan. Except under
cxtreme ... So my mother panicked and my aunt grabbed me and put me under the
wouden doorway. And my mother wondered where, couldn’ (ind me. “Where's Larry,
where's Larmy.” “I'm over here.” So we stopped shaking. We got out of there, Went
outside and bricks had fallen from the chimney. So we said, ob, God, how's grandpa.
And also one aunt was missing. She was at a thewer, the Paramount Theater, |
remember. And when she finally got home, she siwd, ob, it wasn’ bad except that huge
chandelicr kept waving back and forth and back and forth. We wondered 1016 was going
to come crashing down. But it didn’t. Then grandpa finelly zot home. He siid, oh,
cverything was fine. The only thing that | was wordied about wis that a big beam would
come down and crush my new homburg hat. And we all leughed at that. of course. He
was a greal jokester. And a very natty dresser. Very,

MWM: Did you admire him lor that?

LB: Oh, yes.

MM: Did you try to emuolate hirn then?
LB: Tosome extent, yeah. In the dressing.

MM: What was your grandfather’s name?
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LB: Momis Kaplan. And he had a lovely pockel watch, which [inherited. With a chauin
und fob. Which T gave to g younger cousin, now. And | had his ring and that’s a long
story. how it was stolen, Shall [tell the story?

MM: By all mcans.

LB: Well, I had just come back from a tnp, } don'tremember where. 1 used 10 travel a
lot. A frignd of ming was picking me up. We went into a bar at the Hungry Hunter in
Ouakland. There's banguette kind of seating all upholstered things on ane wall. And |
had put my shoulder bag so that the top of i, which would {it on my shoulder, was laced
away from me. And my friend and | were busy walking about whi had happened on the
trip and I wumed around and my bag’s sone. And there bad been a couple. man, woman,
sifling next, not far away. So called the police, and yeuh, they had noticed the peaple had
left withoul paving. And got out of there in & hurry. And my jewelry was in there. 1 had
awonderful Lapis ring I got in Mexico, Beautiful ring. Could not duplicate 1t and it cust
me $50.00. Bigdeal. Butit was lovely Lapis. So¢ | had one made with the imsurance
moncy. Bul il was never the same, I sold it Then grandpa’s ring, which had. it was all
srmouthed of ) his intals. So I had my imitizls pat on and a litde diamend 1 had in a
ruised seting. [1was an eve on there. And [ had a high, i you know what that is. 1t's 4
symbal of Lilc to Life. L'jigm. (7?7 The toast in Jewish is Ljigm. to lite. And s

little symbal 1 call the high, 1t looks ke an “h™
MM: Oh, OK.

LB: Exceptit doesn’t have a cross picce. The cross piece is al the top, rather than the
middle, And I had that with a chain, And a wonderful gold vpe tie clip. All aniigue,

And I don’cremember what clse now. Anyway, that’s a digression.

MM: Did you enjoy colleciing jewelry before or afler vou parucipated in any of these
drag partics?

LB: Ch, [ always hike jewelry.

MM: Was that an added benefit when yvou strted doing some of 1these drag parues and
you got 1o g0 out in more outlandish jewelry?

LB: Well it was o different scene. Female jewelry as opposcd 1o male jewelry, 5o
yeuh, this much.

MM: IU's almost totally different,
LB: Mmhuh.

MM: Solassume you gradoated high school when you were 18, about 1942 Did vou
enlist or were you drafted?
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LB: Drafled.

MM: And what branch did you go into?
LB: The Army.

MM: And how long was your service?

LB: Till '8, And | went trough many things during that time. First I was assigned Lo
an oilice, cause 1 had done office work before.

MM: Where were yvou stationed then?

LB: In Colorado, Fort Carson, It was camp then, Camp Carson, Qi that's and
interesting little thing, Mot that Camp Carson was brand new, and they wanted to do
some planting around the barracks. S0 they handed me a pick. [ took about three picks
and T passed out. T was so embamassed. Yeush, This poor little nellie, whatever. Yeah,
Wha can't even do a litle picking. Then a doctor assured me it was the altitade. 1 had
always lived at sca level, So [didn 't teel guite so bad. Then, while [ was there, imy
uncle was o vaudeville entertaner. Trombone, And my aunt, bus wile, did a litle
comedy thing with him. Where he would get his tongue stuck 1n the mouth-piece, that
kind of slapstick. Anyway, they were in a USO show and they were appearing very
¢lose to where 1 wis and the only thing was. our battalion had been quarantined for
measles. All these kids end up in the service. But he got me out of there to sce the show.
And one of my st gay experiences occumed, .. As g matter of fact, § think 1t was the
first where someone approached me, The stage. ... Oh, they went to enter at the ofticer’s
club. T was not. I was a private, so | couldn’t go. So he put me in the hands of the theater
manager. Who was o sergeant.

MM: Oh, he was, OK,

LEB: Solwentto the noncom’s club for dinner. And afier dinner we saw the show ...
Ob, while we were wating for all the guys to all line up outside. there was a linle
window 1 the deor. Little skinoy thing. | was just looking to see who was out there and

what was going on, And meanwhile I feel i hand in my croich. Scared the bell out of
fe.

MM: Mmhuh.

LB: Actually, I ran all aver that theater and he was right behind me, We could have g
points for the track that we'd been at. T fimally let him cach me,

MM: DDid you know what he wanted”?
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LB: No. Except at that paint just to feel me. But later we eot, he had o linde room that
he lived in in the theater, So after be suid how about you staying here with me tonight.
Ohhh, | protested. No, no, not that,

MM: Did you know, ong thing 1 am always interested in when people talk about ther
tirst sexual experiences. ... Because we are not taught this is how you have sex with you,
like ather men or boys, | was soit af interast in this pracess of how people learn and how
people respond to these new experiences. I guess when this guy asked you 1o spend the
night, was it quite clear to you at the ume that that was going to invalve some soit of
sexual encounter?

LB: Oh veah, that's the way he stated; by eroping me.

MM Have vou ever hewrd or lcarned about homosexuality before then”

[.LB: Oh, well. veah, [ had heard about iv

MM: Do you know from what sources, do you remember?

EB: Nu.

MM It must just have been people talking, do you think, or did you ever read anything?
LB: No, [ didn’t reud anything.

MM: And so this guy provided you with your first introduction to it?

LB: Ahuh

MM: Was there any talking? Did he, was it just a physical experience or did he tell you
or share any ideas with you?

EB: 1 don't remember any conversation. Actions speak louder than. ..
MM: Sure. Especially some asctions. Did you fear gerting caught..

I.B: No. Because he was, he secured the building. In other words, il he hadn't been the
only one around, 1 would have been, had trepndations. But he was it

MM: When you sad that you, you deseribed yourself as “nellie.” in relation to the
cardening incident, and that you were also serving in a sort of white collar job and a
clerncal job in the armed forces, Uve read certain accounts of peaple who were dralted
inte the army andd upon being drafied they look at certain people and they think that
mayhe they would be more appropriate in clenical jobs rather than the front lines. Do you
think that had happened o you”? And do yvou think that sexuality had anything w do with
it?
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LB: No. Sexuubity didn™t have. I don’t remember. OF course, through interviews they
decided all of this, No. T think just my qualifications. T could type pretty well. Of
course. you know. you take a lest, aptitude. And [ scored high in that area. 3o, think
that's really what deterntines it.

MM: Were you ever asked during the induction process is you like girls or if you didn't
like girks or anyihing like that?

LB: I don’t remember that,
MM You don't remember having to e or LY

LB: No, not like “don™t tell.” or whatever. No. We didn’t have any of that, IL wus
assumed that everybody 15 straight,

MM: O.K. Did you cver come across any problems in relation o that, 1 mean was there
ever any aceusalions during your time in the service, or. .. 7

LB: No. Asamatter of fuct, [ found a couple of martied men who wanted o play.

MM: [ have heard that wasn't so uncommon. So after, what was it called, Camp
Collins?

LB: Camp Carson.

MM: Camp Carson in Colorado, where did you go?

LB: Louisiana for maneuvers,

MA: Mmhuho You roll your cyes when you say that.

LB: It was a horrible place. Because it was winler ume. And the ice forming on the
trees and ice storms, you know, Sleet storms, [ guess, All might long you're in a pup
tent; you can’t sleep because you are afrind Lthe limb is going Lo break out and hit you on
the head. Because you hear the erash, crash, all around vou. Forunately that never
occurred, Bul when you wiake up in the moming and you look out. a single blade of grass
or weed 15 aninch in diameter from the we. Terrible, Iwas a hotrible place, Tt wus near
Shreveport, Louisiana, 15 of course, the training ground. In the summer { guess they did
tanks there. Where the hot dry, L don’ know. Oh, T was plad to get out of there, Then
we wenl 1 Fort Ord.

MM In Monterey?

LB: Anpd while we bivouacked out there 1o....

t
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MM: What was that naime agiin?

LB: Bivouacked.

MM: [ don’t know what that means. I’ve heard it hefore, but....

LB: It meuns camping,

MM Oh, OK.

[.B: That is we were in tents. pup tents.

BMM: 115 an acronym for something though isn'tw?

L.LB: [don't know. It might be. It means vou're sleeping in o tent, at least in ammy lerms.

MM: And waus this the first ume, well, [ guess vou had been in Southern Calilornin, was
this your first time in Northern Cabifornia?

LB: _ 7 wuorks, FO T iUiR in here. Thatl was belore, | had come up to the fair,
MWM: Oh, on Treasure [sland?

Li3: Mmhuh.

MM: And vou came with your family, because you must have been. ...

LEB: Just un uncle, one uncle.

MWM: And did youo stay in San Francisco?

L.B: Weslayed with my cousing who lived there.

MM: Do vou have any impressions of the (uir? s there anything in particular you
remember about 1.

LB: Oh, the Tower of the Sun.

MM: That was the big center piece, right.

LB: Yeuh, nght. T'don't remember much else. The fountains. Rides don't impress mc
any more than when | went to Disney World. [didn’t go 1o Disncy World, [ wenl ta

Epcatt. | didn’t even wunt 1o see Disney World.

MM: Didn't want 10 see the built envitonment?
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LB: Well of course the lidtle villages made as they were in the oniginal country.
MM: And they had that as well at the tar too, right?

LB: Oh, veah, | guess they did. Bid you go; yvou weren't old enough’? No.
MM: No.

LB: Yeah. I'm sure they did. [ don™t remember that,

MM: | never had an oppottunity to go to a futr. I've read o little about some ot them,
They sound lascinating.

L.B: 1 have never been to a world’s fair. Exposittons,
MM: Ycah, that's wihat, expaositions.

LLB: That one in San Francisco wiasn't o world's Fair because New Yark was doing il
There could only be one. And they got the 7 fair,

MM: Yeuh, it was sort of like the Olympics of the day. wasn't B it's a big lestival?
LB: Ahuh. And then Seattle would be the ane, 1 went to thal.
MM: [nthe 6057

LB: Was ao cxposition. Which was some fun. [ went up 1o the needle. Temible. I'm
drooling. Tt's so embuarrassing,

MM: No worrics.

LB: Well,itis to me. I'm and old codger, drooling. Shit. Want some more colfec?
MM: I'm fine, [ still have half' a cup. Do you want Lo take a break for a second?
LB: No.

MM: Noo OK. Well Um sippinz. Thad a litde buc of coftee on the way down as [ was
fighting the rin.

LB: ad o road drink?
MDM: A road drink, exactly. 1didn’t finish the whole thing because 1 had to keep hob

hands on the steering wheel during the storm. Sa, was. [ imagine far what must have
been a good weleome diversion after going o Shreveport,

Bl
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LB: Morc so. in more than anc way,
MM How sot

LB: One day my cousin shows up as the company bugler, Thadn't scen hin. of course,
since the war,

MM: By this time the war had. ..
LB: But he and 1 had diddled before.
MM: Mmhuh.

LB: He hived at the beach. My aunt always took a house at the beach in summer time,
And [ was her care giver. Wheeling her on the wheelchair and all that. This was her
future danghter-in-law's parents lived there and this was the brother of the bride. My
cousin's daughter-in-law. And the brother of ..., And we were oul on the beach one day
and went in to take a shower. And | grabbed his cock. And he liked it So from there on,
I was screwing him, whatever. And then he, oh yeah, the next encounter after all this
over 4 period of time, we both went in the service. Then he appears at Fort Ord. So what
we did, we immediately crawled inte a pup tent. Helllllo, nice to sec you. Nice to feel
vou, Sothat was really tunny. So perniodically during our stay there we'd crawl in when
work didn’t demand otherwise.

MM: You weren't concemned about people being suspicious of your time spent together?
In and out.

L.B: We didn't scem to be. And alter we got out of the service, he started going with this
arl.

MM: He did or you did?

EB: llc did. And they marricd.

MM: Wus that shocking 10 you?

LB; Abh, disappointing. “Course. we had never kissed. 1 always wanted o kiss him
because he had a gorgevus mouth. He would not allow that. So 1 fgured. well. this is il
Naat wasn't i1 Her father had a women's clothing manufacturing company and Baob
g0l a job as one of the higher ups in the company. his son-in-law. He'd have w come up
tar San Francisco periodically on business. First thing he'd doais call me. "Come down to

the Chancellor Horel.”

MM: No pup ents?
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[.B: 5o this continued for years. Then they moved the factory to El Paso and during the
summer time, Momma would bring the kids, there were three of them then. ta vistt the
grandparents in Beverly Hills. Too hot in Texas in the summer tme.

MM: Sure.

LB: S0 Bob was left alone to fend for himself. tle tricd o get me to come down, | was
teaching then, so [ had the summer off. But ] just somehow never wanted o 2o 10 Texas,
S0 I never wentt and by then [Thad o lover, too. 5o [don't remember when the last time
wits that we lucked.

MWINT: Did it I'm thinking sort of Late 19405 when this was happening, tll how much
longer it lasted. Was there a point when he stirled dating women and was gaing to gel
marrted and vou learned that, that you came o a realizaton that you were different, that
this wasn'1 qust sex, and for him it way just sex?

LB: Yeuh,

MM lHow did that happen”

LB: No, when he wouldn't kiss me anyway.

MM: And vou wanted to kiss him?

LB: It's over, veah. Over a period of time [ realized, even belore the marmiage
announcement that he wasn't going o be “mine.” You know, Which I wanted very
much. So Iook what crumbs [ could get.

MM: So it was mutually satistying then”

LB: The scx was, veah.

MM So. were you cver sent overseas, ...

LE: Oh, yeah,

MM: _ordwd you spend the rest of the time at tort Ord?

LB: No, we were sent this. ...

tEnd of tape 1, side 1]

[Tupe: 1, side 2, Larry Buttwinick]

LB: i never wentin. D-Day.
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WMM: So now vou were sent over the wounds? And your division just wasn’t
L

LB: No.

MM: Seen the bullets, ot ..

MM: They held you back. ..

LB: We just sal there,

MM: . for policing or something?

[.B: Not doing anything, This was on the South Westem tip, Exeter. And of course |
gol up to London guite a tew times. And [ had the address, no that was later. What was
the hotel | would always go to, right down town, a big hotel. Anyway.

MNM: What aboul the hotel?

L1: That's where 1 used to go. To have a drnk and maybe have dinner, Just a nice
hotel.

MM: Was there sont of o gay presence therg?

LB Ddon't remember any, na. T had very hitle gay contuct in the service. During the
course of some kind of, we were hospitalized again somewhere in England, Toan't
remember where. And this one mamied zoy wanted w play crotch-grab-it, So we did
that a litle bit. Oh, when ['was in the service 1n Fort Mcad, Marylund, that was the prep
staging. preparation area for going overseas. 1 got up to New York, | had tamily in New
York. So @ used o visit them almost every weekend, And also there wus a place where
we would gel free theater tickets for servicemen, So 1 gl in line and this very allraclive
Southern Boy was in front of me. We both got tickets to the same show, [ remember, it
was, or do 1 remember? [ ean see her luce. Anyway, one of the big stars. So after.. ..

MDM: 1 was a live show?

LB: Yecah, stage. Broadway type. | asked hiem il he had imy place o, where he was
soing o slegp. Well, he hadn’t thought about that. 5o we rented o hotel room wogether.
Which we did. And then he wanted 10 practice he said, becouse he was getting read v Lo
marry and he had never practiced doing anything.

MM: Especially behind,

LB: Yeash. He just wanted to put his coek between my legs, notinside. Just to pump.
50 1let him div that.
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MM 15 sort of a detailed question, forgive me il this is too detailed. But [have always
wondered what people used for lubrication.

Li3: Spit

MM: Spit. People dido't use like vegetable oil or Crisco or anything like during this
ume.

LB: Natural sprl.

MM: Nawral spit. Thal works too.

LB: Daes it now?

MM: It does. Some ol us are more blessed with profific saliva glands than others.
Somettme 1 fee] like | have too much subivae So when did vou finish your term in the
serviee?

LB: January of "46.

MM: January of '46.

LB: I was in Brussels on D-Day.

MM: O.K.

ER: Visting a fricnd who wus in the hospital.

MM: On D-Day or VE-Day"

LB: VE. Sooy. Isaid D, VE,

MM: VE or VI-Day?

LLB: VE.

MM: VE-Day, OK.

LB: European.

MM: Ycuh.

LB: That was wild. Aldobd Mux (sp?) 15 the main houlevard in Brussels, you know that”

MM: No, [ have never been in Brussels, but | cun imaging what 1t looks like.
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LB: Lovely town. s a little 1own.
MM: Like Amsterdam. sort of, that kind of

LB: Mmbhub. Yes. And there were about 15 of us all together with arms hooked
tarching down the middle ot the boulevard. Great tun.

MM: Were these friends of your or just...?

[.B: No, just people out reveling. That's a1l 1 don’t remember doing anything else.
MM: Just drinking a lot of Belgian becr, probably, huh??

L.LB: Probubly,

MM: So did vou uttend college afier your serviee?

LB: Yeah, GI Bill.

MM: G Bill. So yvou didn't have any problem with dishonorable discharge or anything
like that?

LB: Mmhum,

MM: Did you know anybody thal did?

LB: [ had a couple of suspicions, but | don’t know any Tor a fact.

MM: OK. So you were aboul Wy go to what universiy?

LB: Berkeley.

MM You went to Berkeley, O.K. And you studied there for how long?

Li3: Well actualty, I was in Los Angeles after | got out of the service. [ lived with my
aunt for two years while 1 went 1o City College there, Because | had never taken an
academic course in high school, And there were certain subjects [ had to make up which
1 did in LA, pwit of it. Then when [ came up here there were fmiends from high schoo]
who had an apartment in Berkeley. They needed, they bad a spare room o rent, and he
sand, “zet away from the family.,” Time for you 1o sprout your wings.

MM: Were these gay lricnds?

LB: A couple. Actually, they weren't martied wvet, Les and Lizv, Lam sall in touch with

them. Soanvway, I came up W live with them, 1 only lived with them for one semester
and then | moved 1o an interracial fraternity.

16



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

MM: Really? That was. ...

LB: Black. purple. everybody. anvbody who wanted to be there.
MM: What was it called?

LLB: Beta Siema __ 7.
MM: Do you know if i still exisis?
LEB: | don™ know.

MM: And vou lived there Tor the rest of your time?

LB: No. just one semester, ugain. Lotil 1 met some gay people and Irom there on it wias
pay, gay, pay. [joincd the chornts.

MM: Well. how did you first meer this group of gay people?

LB: Chorus.

MM: Chorus.

LB: There was one outstanding singer, marvelous enor. Duvid Shenker, (sp”) He later
changed it to Dhavid London. Because be admired George London. He went on the road.
He weni 1o Vegas, Marvelous tenor voice, Some trining, you know. Bul anyway,
David wus in front of me, the lead tenor, 1 was baritene. T back. Go lor broke.

MBM: Now sormncbody can laugh.

LB: I'met him {first and through him § met others. Well actaally [ met in the bar, Mary’s
First and Last Chance.

MN: Surc.

LLB: You know that ba?

MM: Well [ know it was part of o luwsuit ...
L.B: Oh?

MM: _ hack inthe 1950s0 [t was raided.

LB: Oh, voah. periadically.

17
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MM: But apparently there wus one big vaid it became the subject ol an imporiant
lawsuil, That sort of redefined the legality of gay bars. Where was it locuted. do you
recall?

LB: 20" and Broadway.

MM: 20" and.....

LB: Telegruph.

MM: 20" and Telegraph. No kidding. Right where Scars is now,

LB: Um, on the other side of the strecet,

MM: Was it probably the building is not there anymore. 1s 107

LB: I don’t know,

MM: Was 1t on the comer or was it .7

LB: howas on the comner.

MM: Interesting.

LB: Maybe it wason 21

MM: That's actually where I live,

LB: You live downlown?

MM | Tive at 217 and Telegraph,

LB: How come?

MM: I bought a place. actually. 105 a returbished 1998 Mission style and they tumed it
ime two condos [ eot the sccond floor, 1t's really soit of changing,

LB: I must say, I would not.... When vou said 21*, the only thing T could think of is “up
the hill.”

M¥MM: No. no.
LB: Becuuse 287 is a very elegant arca up the hill.

MM: Well, yes, indeed. Bul 't not up the tnll.

18
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LB: Thar's whit [ thought. Bur when you suwid there was water standing around, well it
wouldn't be up there,

MM Noo Well, you know.. .

LB: On the hillside.

MM;: | live right next door to the old =™

LB: Oh.

MM: Do you remember, that must have been right near this bar,

LB: Ahuh. Ycah, Surc, we used 1o go there for the weekend.

MM: And stay at the "Y™?

LB: Yeah.

MM: Whilc vou were at Berkeley?

LB: I guess so. yeah.

MM: Do you remember when this bar was opened. was it opened in the *40s7 Or *5057
LB: [don't know, | didn’t come up heve until "48. So T wasn’t zoing there until the *5s,
MM: O.K. Were you going while you were still in school?

LB: Mmhuh, Yeah.

MM: So you graduated about 52 or so”

LB: 51

MM: 5] 0K, Wha did you study there?

LB: | was waiting for that question. [ el everybody basket weaving.
MM: O.K.

LB: General .. ..

MM: That wasn’t a question until the "60s.

LB: General curviculum.
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MOME: O K. Sothat’s like liberal ants a1 a college wday, Aght”?

LB: Yeah Iwasn’t sure what | wanted to do.

MM: What did vou do once you graduated?

LB: Bookkceping. Like my aunt, | screamed at her [ hadn't taken that acadermc course.
So [couldn't get into college. And so what did [ do, back to what she had suggestied
which was hookkeeping. So 1 worked lTor Herte Truck Rental and 1 had the accounts
payable. And the vehicle records.

MM: And this was when you were living in Richmond, [ guess?

LB: Yeuh, working in Qaklund.

MM: O.K. Where was the office in Oakland?

LB: 28" 29 and Sun Publo.

MM: MHow did vou get around then hefore BART?

LB: Car.

MM: Car,

LB: Well, I was going to school at 5F State, durimg this time T went back to get my
eaching credential. So I went o SF State and [ have forgotien who 1 2ot this old wreck
of a car from. Butit performed. So, I mean, it looked wrmible. Buat it worked, And then
I graduatcd and it was just "51 to, no Tworked. it was only o vear at 5F State. And then ]
went 1o work in Lafayette, at Spring Hill School. A wonderful primcipal, a lovely lady,
And through her we went o the opera. Took the Kids, Yoo don't have student activities
anymore, [ guess.

MUM: Really. [wenot o one once,

LB: Well I imagine they do down on the peminsala,

MM: Well, vou went o the SF Opera,

LB: Yeah, but [ meant through your schoal,

MM: Oh. O.K., yeah.

LB: In other words the more higher socio-gconomic would have.
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MM: That's possible.

LB: Well, that’s how Lafayetle was, So anyvway. | taoght for eight years and decided
that was enoazh, T didn't want to be o gray haired grandpa type elementary teacher.
Actually, thut’s not true. “That's what [ tell everybody, but I'm telling you the truth.

MM: What's the truth?

LB: Now it will be published for evervhody 1o hear and see. [ was picked up by wcop
for approaching him at the park.

MM Reulty, what park?

L.B: Aguatic Park in Berkeley.

MM: Mmhuh, And vou were tirested?

LB: Yes. He had a tape in the car, recording everything [sid. So.
MM: Well, vou're not alone if it makes vou foel any better,

LB: Gh?

MM: No, | mean there are pienty ather men that | have interviewed who. ...
LB: Oh, voah?

MM: . had u very simiiar story w tell

LIi: And my principal al that point was a lovely fady, 1even kissed her, She wanted me
. We'd go out once in awhile,

MM: But this ruined it for her then, huh?

LB: Well she appeared atl my hearing.

MM: [low did she. did vou ask her o, at the ...

LB: No.. .

MM: Was she noulied by the police?

LB: Well, by the school bogrd. Whoever was in charge,

MM So the police had notified the supenntendent or something'?
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LB: Yeah. this had 1o do with my credential. Which was, of course, going o be
revoked. So.. ..

MM: What vear was thig?

EB: "63. S0 suid serew ull this and took my moncy oul of the retrement and went to
Eurcpe [or three nonths. And T gathered every phone number and address [ could
possibly manage through everybody | had ever heard of going to Europe. And 1 had
guite an impressive lisle So L landed in Glasgow, which was where | thought well 'm
ooing Lo combine this and have a retrospect of my army service. That™s where I landed
belore. And saw Glasgow again, And then over to Edinburgh, London, and 1 had un
address in London. | had this fesbian. This is our anniversury. "63, 4241

MM: Forty-one vears?

LB: Yecah. In fuct I wrote Norma, | saw her on this last teip T took. The fatal one, the
first one that | had all the oxvgen and attacks and things. In May. all this started in May
of kst yvear.

MM: So you went there on your fortieth anniversury with this friend ol yours.

L.LB: Nao, Ijustweld her this is our forticth anniversary, But [ met herin "63.

MM: | am wondering actually if you can tell me a little more about, you said that you
had collected al) these addresses. Did you. this was hefore vou wenl tn Europe on this
threg math stint, And vou collected addresses before vou went? And vou just, how did
v do this?

LB: Asked people if they new anvbady.

MM: Knew people or bars or hotels or all ol the above?

LB: No, people.

MM: Just people. So just people you could go...?

LB: Individuals to contact.

MM: OK. Were yvou familiar with any of the guide books thal were coming out?

LR; Not at that time.

MM: DBecausc | interviewed this ane gentleman who had just put together one of the first

ones about Europe and he [ think did it in £939 or 1960 called Le Cruidde Gre. 1lave you
cver heard of that one, I was sort of small hand published.

1o
R



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

LB: No.Tjust knew the Damron.

MM: The Demrean, and that came a livle bit luter?

LB: i knew Damron.

MM: Oh, vou Jdid? What do you remember about him?

LE: Domincering.,

MM: Yeah.

LB: Very positive. Go-go man.

MM: Reully.

LB: Played evidently a good game of Brodge. Because [ know people that have played
with him. | didn’t. Didn’t see hin that much. He was sort of on the innge of the group
that T traveled with. So once in 4 while we would run inte each other.

MM: Was he pretty well known as the producer of these smde books?

LB: Well, after a while. veah.

MM Which would have been in the “HH)s or *60s7 Because he started in about "64,
LB: 1would say it toak until the “70s.

MM: O.K.

LB: Before they really were well known.

MM: Really caught on. Yeah, because [think for a while they were just called The
Acledress Book, in the 19703 he put his name on them. Sa.. .

LB: Are you working on i degrec?
MM: [ have one.

LB: I mean o higher one.

MM: [ have as high as vou can go.
[LB: You have a Ph.D.?

MM Yeah,
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LB: Oh.
MM: In history.
LB: Arc vou warking an one in gay lile?

MM: [0was, it was. Dwrote my theses on Gay and Leshian Migratnon in San Francisco.
But T am waorking on a book that deals with questions of communication, you know,
information about sexuality circulars. | mean thatl is just sort of why [ was asking thesc
questions about what soit of, like before you went to Europe. what soit of information
vou were gathering and what you were looking for like bars and hotels or were you jusl
looking for people that vou might meet up with, Just & friendly face there who could
speak English. T mean those are just sort of questions [ am miterested in,

LB: Mmnhuh.

MNM: But I generally most of what | am asking about here about your ime in service and
stuff is standard oral history, life history questions as well. 10 would be 4 contribution 1o
the histerical socicty's archive, Why do vou ask thal question? About my educanon,
LB: Tjust had a fecling because [was intervicwed for a guy who was getting. working,
toward a degree, I've forgotten what, master’s I thimk, at San Fruncisco State. 1 have
forgotten how he got my name but he came over and we had Tonch and subsequently he
suld there would be a litle gift certificate for you at the end. And several weeky later |
got a S15.00 ¢ift certificate at Macy™s. Do you know what you can buy for $15.00 ul
Macy's?

MM: A pairof socks?

LB: How [ong does getting on the discontinued or reduced or whatever as pair of silk
pujarma hottoms.

MM: Oh, that’s mice, but not tops.

LB: Just the bottoms. oh. and a wild pair of shors, under shorts, But it cost me ali that,
it cost me $3.00.

MM: Do you remember who this person was”
LB: No.[don't know if [ even kept his name. But it wasn’t as detailed as vours,
MM: Well, T have never done the gift certificate thing. Maybe | should.

LB: Starting with me.
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MM: Welt, where do you shop'?

LB: ldon't. Fdon’t need anvthing really. No, if anytlung, T need w ger rid of swtf, 1
still have a suit that T had made in England. 1Us such a heavy fabric. Why did I do thar
It's & gorecously made suit. On Fleet Suect. With i vest and | have a little watch pocket,
a special opening for your fob, Thit you put oo your wrist,

MM: Fashionable.

LB: Oh. lovely. A beautiful suit.

MM: So you said that you moved to Sun Prancisco in "534 und this while you were
waching?

LB: No. oh yeah. 1 guess that is right,

MM: While vou were teaching out in Lafuyette,

LB: Yes.

MDM: So vou must have been, now you were commuting then, right? Driving over the
bridge at that point. And you had a group of gay friends that you were spending a lot of
time with in San Francisco at this point?

LB: Yeuh. some.

MM: Like this group. O.K. Where did vou guys go Aside from these house parties
which we can alk about.

ILB: Burs.

MM: Which ones?

LB: Dolin's, which isn't there anymore.
MM: Where was tha?

LB: Sutter and, near Union Square. Upstairs.
MM: O K.

LB: We went there, interesting point. in drag on New Year's Eve, Which used to be
allowed, But notat Dolan’s, They asked us to leave,
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MM: You're kidding. [ thaught it was only Halloween, because there was, wasn't there
a law that swid that you couldn’t deceive or dress in clothes intent to deceive and so it was
only on Halloween that they gencrally let people get away with that?

LB: Well they started letting you do iton New Yewr's Eve too, But not there.

MM Was Dolan™s sort ol L.

LB: It was very emharrassing,

MM: .. considered it respectable establishment?

LB: Oh, yes. Culf-links.

MM: OK. Did yvou ever hear the phrase piss elegant?

LB: Ycs.

MM: s that the way that somehady might deseribe

LB: Mot that place, no. U was elegant but not piss elegant. Fhere was ane that was piss
clegant.

MM What was tha?

LB: That was at 356 Tavlor Sucetl. Downstars. There at five o'clock yvou didn't dare
appear without your cuff-links.

MM: What's this....
LB: That's when all of the ribbon clerks get off of work.

MM: Now what iz, can we do, because [ have scen this term and [ have never really scen
it ddefined. Piss clegunt. [ meun it sounds soit of like negative.

LB: Ultimate

MM: s it something that people would aspire to oris it something that people - ..
LB: It's derogatory, really. [ mean super, you know, Overthe top. Too much.
MM: Sort of camnpy clegunce.

LB: Well, more than just camp.

MM: Tuken oo seriously maybe,
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LB: Tguess you could deline it that way, B, just cutlandish.

MM: Borderline Liberace.

LB: On what?

MM: Liberace.

LB: Oh, yeah.

MM: O.K. So whalever hars thar vou cun recall, did you ever go 1o the Black Cat?
LB: Oh, yeah, Jose was a very good friend.

MM: Was he?

LB: Yecoh, Losttouch now. In fact the last ime | saw bim, he was down night nasty.
MM: Really?

LB: Which he could be.

MM: Ycah, Lcan imagine.

LLB: tle was appearing here in Hayward. doing his famous operas.

MM: Mmhuh,

LLB: Did vou ever sec him?

MM: 've never seen him do his opera. I've met him several times.

LB: Ahhh, Did vou interview him?

MM: |'ve never interviewed him. He's been interviewed so many times that he soit aff
tells the same story now.  He has a monologue, but the monologue has already been
recorded, 5o he’s not someone that 1 could probably get more informution from. So Ty
to mterview people who haven’t been interviewed before. I've definitely listened 1o a
few interviews. [ read the hiography somebody wrote of him,. Which is not great, T have
heard some of his performances. [ heard that record he put ou, No Camping, T think iy
was cilled ar something. back in the “60s,

LB: Duon't know it

MM: Yeaho It was just a recorded performance at the Black Cat
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LB: [was pat of the original Court. The Empress The First,
MM: Cun you maybe describe the founding of that?

LB: This picture.

MM: Which picture is that?

LE: Inside. This oudit was made for one of his functions.
MM: MNow, iy this you?

LB: The Grand Duchess, ves.

MM Sothisas vou, Lo

LB: And the Grand Duke.

MM: That's beautiful. You call this a gown?

LB: Oh yes,

MM: And. who made the gown?

LB: Ile did.

MM: e made 11?7 Who is this. what was his name?

LEB: Ile liked Maximilian.

MM: O.K.

LB: But his nume was William Bliss,

MM: William Bliss.

LB: But he wanted Maximilian Vonr Blisenbaugh, (sp™?)
MM: O.K. Now this was, this was for coronation gowns”?
LEB: Yes

MM Or one of the coronation balls. But, from what 1 understand, like the way that

historians have been talking, because actually, helieve 1t or not, hustortans are talking
about the early days of the Tmperial Cowt. and just maybe, tell me il 1 get the story right
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or if 1 get the story wrong, But there was sort of a sertes of boz arts (sp7) balls that
happened and then there was the Tamous one that happencd on New Year's Day an 1905
that was sort of, that patrons were harassed by the police. Da you remember this one, it
wus sort of a benefit tor the CRH. You don’t remember this one.

ILB: What s CRH?

MM: The Councit on Religion and the Homosexual, And [ guess Jose was sort of part
of this. And then i was about nine months later, that would have been a year after the
Black Cut closed that they held this ball at the Hilton 1n San Francisco and then il was,
which onte s this, Yeab they would have been ke thirs, rght. And they held around
Hallowesn orin January.

LB: The Baroness.

MM: This was the Baroness and that’s you. But this was from 1971, QK. Auvhe
Hilton Hotell that’s beautitul. We have quite a library ol eye makeup in the file. Burit's
always moe ko have Lhose son of feather deals so you don’t have o deal houltanl wig.
But then at some point he. there’s like this first coronation ball. ...

LB: Youcan't sce the tiara on top.

MM: Ohno. You have a tiara?

LB: Ilave that litle one. and the Baroness made it,

MM | can’t sce i, Was he older than you?

L.B: Mmhuh.

MM: Do vou know by how much’?

LB: [don't know exactly how old he was. But the wonderlul story that goes with im.
Are we ready Tor the baroness episode?

MM: Yeah, lets do the baroness episode.

LB: OK. Athis memorial, for which of course this composite was made by his lowver,
Arthur Hurwil, {sp?)

MM: Oh, 1 didn' ¥now Adhur was, Tve met him before.
LB: He's a member of Relles of the East Bay,

MM: O K. But he lives in San Franciseo, ght?

28



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

LB: Right,

MM: And he's also o past of G40 Plus, 1 think?

LH: [think so.

MM: Yeah, O.K. I've met him before. ['ve been to his Benefit Erotica garage sale.

LEB: Ahuh. Where Henry's cluthes are hanging in the hiving room. They're there all the
tiimie, Tor sale.

MM: I didn’t know that, That's funny,
LB: So he put this compasile together and handed them out at his, Henry's. memonial.
N¥MM: { mean.. .

LEB: The story at the memarial goes that Henry was a very considerate person. He chose
the day ta die. the day he was i his doctr’s otfice.

MM: That's convenient.

[End of tape b, side 2]

[Tape 2, side 1 (2-25-04), Larry Butiwinick]
LB: . doctor’s office.

MM: Thut's convenment

LH: Supposedly he dropped dead 1 the office while seeing the doctor. Now | hadn't
scen himoan o long time. We had son of gone separate ways.

MM: You tell that story sort of. are you saying i1s facetiously? That he was considerute.
ar in fact he was considerate”? Like is that sort of an irony that he dropped dead in bis
doctor’s office?

LB: 1 don’t know. Because [ puess muybe | didn't consider him as generaus as others
might. Although he wus very generous to mie. That erystal bowl he gave me. But it was

probabiy pilfered. He was a great snatcher,

MM: Really? Was he.. .

MM: . Robin Hood. stealing from the rich and giving to the not sa rich?

30
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LEBE: No. To his rieads.

MM: O.K.

LB: Who might be cqually as rich as he.

MM: So he walked out of the house and that became his tiara was in his hand baes?

1.B: He became o butler at Rose Cogt, which was M. Comeron, the Chronicle
NeWSDpLT.

MAM: 0K

LB: Her home. Yeah be was the butler there. You sce all these beautiful things there.
So much, who is going 1o miss o bowl,

MM: So indecd this might be from the family of the Chronicle?

LB: There is another bowl in there, A Chinese bowl] he gave me.

MM: | have always found this representation to be interesting because it shows some of
the dificrent sides, like they say “the threc fuces,” you know, The handsome voung man.
the sort of SM, motarcyete, South of Market guy and ...

L.B: The gorgeous drag.

MM: The gorgeous drag Irom the Imperial Cour.

LB: Yes.

MM: Which one did you know best?

LB: I'd like to think ! knew 1he best,

MM: As Henry? What was he bike as Henry? What was he like as Heary? How was he
different as Henry than as these other personality?

LRB: Well, of caurse be would adapt to your costuming. So he'd be much broader in
drag.

MM: And these were both drag”?
LB: Oh yeuh.

MM: Hank and 1the Baroness?

K] |
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LLB: Wheress Llenry was a very sweet gay. But not when he got into these personas.
Then she became Muaa (sound}. Demunding as the Baroncss, | never saw him in his
leathers, so |Fdon’t know what he did there. Bot ] knew bim best there, Just a nice, nice
guy. Because he lived with us Tor about two years.

MM: Whois mus?

LB: My lover, Bill Bliss. He wus the one that made all the gowns. Fhad a wardrabe that
would choke g horse. It was gorgeous swfl that he did. He could do anything, He was
so clever. No patterns, designs, He did all of the designs himself. Henry did the bead
work down the front of this mown, well actually by the vard. But he put i1 on.

MM: Did Bill do this professionally or was this something he did as a hohby.
LL3: No, a hubby. He wus a teacher, An elementary teacher,
MM: What did vou end up duing after teaching, ufter you returned from Europe?

LE: Well, [ nceded to work. of course. So [ was member of the Bernal Heighs
Asgociation in San Francisco. In Fact. T was the president one yvear. My laver, Kurt, a
new different lover was president ...

MM: Woas this before or alter Bill?

LB: Aler. Because Bill and |splitin 1960 and | met Kuit in "61. Oh, so I surted
asking around in the association. “Anybody know where T can get a job™ “What can
viru do? [don’t know, Soa legal scoretiry lady suid this guy necds someonc 1o do an
estate inheritance tux. 1 didn't know anything about that. No place to go to leam. No
schoal, Manuals irom here to here. That's the only way to lean it, So @ dove into this
thing, the R & T code. Didn't memorize it. But I had & lot of help in the State
Controller’s office. The attarney assigned to us wus Ed Sandersan, what a wondertul
oran. And the head avditor, Al Schmidt. Both ol those guys helped me tretnendous!y.
So gradually | got the hang of what [ was supposed to be doing. The most impoirtant
difficult arca was husbands and wives when one dies. And depending upon what the
nature ol the property was, community or separate. And how it was taxed as aresult, Or
a marital deducuon trust. which was the bane of evervbody's lile. Which was all based
on the federal. But anyway I evidently became somewhat of an authority in local arcas. 1
wus asked to speak at various legal seeretary’s meetings.

MM: S0 you didn’t have 1o become a CPA for this, did you?
LB: No. Just be rood with numbers,

MM: 5o kind of building on your bookkeeping? That was a unique cxperiencee.
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LB: Well [ had always been good with numbers. As o matter of et when {was
teaching, my best leaching suceess was teaching math. In fact I would take some of the
other classes, We would exchange. Bucille would take my kids far P.E. and | would take
hers for math, because | was never really good at ball throwing, Wellll. feeling but not
throwing, Anyway most of these referecs, they were called they still are, could do therr
own tax work but chose not 1o learn it Because it was very involved. So they hire
people like me, There were o fow of us around. Tax preparers and T would work
heme. For areat deal and some [ would 2o inlo offices. As aresult | mel some
wonderful people going into their offices. How are we doing on the time?

MU Well | think, well | was just checking the sound level.

LB: want a playback 1o sce whal we have dane.

MM: We can certainly do that.

LB: Just a litde bt

MM: Ip fact. 'm going to ask if [ could come by again.

LB: Oh.

MM: And we could Tinish up at anather time. Would that be all right with you?

LB: Yeah. You think we're not finished.

MM: [ don’tthink we're finished, Actually T would like to go through this in a little
more detail. Because once you gat started talking and vou. vou never know how
sevncone is gaing W remember and the degree 1o which they are going W remember and
what son of experiences they had. Oral history. you know an interview that lasts an hour
and a half covening someone’s life of many decudes hardly scratches the surface, And |
think it would certainly be worthwhile to maybe give another go at it and talk about.. .
LB: | want recognition in the hook.

MM: Oh. absolulely.

LB: As well as some of the prafits,

MM: As well, I'm oot entirely sure if this interview 18 going o relate to the book. Like,
for the mast pan, the folks at the historical socicty called me up and they said that you
have this photo album and they also sugeested that 1 conduct an interview, again to talk
abaut the book 3o that we have some context Torit. 1 mean talk about this boak so that
we have some context for it But as Tar that other praject, 'l certainly, that’s something

we can talk about if you are interested. It's. there's nol going to be any money in it. to be
quite honest,

Tl
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LB: Yaou have to pay 1o 2t published?

MM: Well it will be on a universily press, so....

LB: What does that mean.

MM: Wellat's not a trade press. 1075 not like Random House it wall be Tike the
University of Chicago Press and gencrally the people who buy it are [ibraries and
professional historans. It mmight get o wider sodience, who knows. Bul then in some
sense 1t will cost me because TThave to pay Tor o lotof images that Twant to use. F've got
a chapler that £ife Magazine ...

|End of CI¥ number 1}

[CD number 2 (3-1-04) continuing tape 2, side 1, Larry Buttwinick]

MM: O K. sowhat, can you describe the picture?

LB: Wellit's sort of a foffies bergere-ish (sp”) can-can with a little drape around down
in front of the crotch. And then the bare feg w the long stocking. Black stockimg. And
arms stretehed upwards Tuller on the side of the draped fabric across the crotch.

MM: And where was this photo tfrom again?

LB: This was taken before | knew hin,

MM: QK.

LB: 50 this was pricr 1o 19, This would b in the 605,

MM O K. | sce most of these, most of thesc. this one says 1949 on it

LB: Of. really?

MM: Yeah

LB: I never even looked.

MM: Yeuh. it savs JTanuary 10, 1949,

LB: Wow,

MM: Now | sce that most of these photographs are inside homes. Did most of these
drag partics happen inside homes or did sometimes or did sometimes they happened. . .

3
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LB: Never.

MM They never happencd out in public?

LB: Oh, no. Seldom did you ever go out in public.

MM: And were there performances or was it son of people genting together.
LB: Pcople gsctting together.

MM: So people didn't reully get up und perform or sing and do. ad hib some songs or
anything like that.

LB: Just pot together any excuse t getin Jadies dresses.

MM O.K. Were there, how many of the guests showed up in drag and how muny
didn’t?

LB: Depending on the event.

MM: Yeuh, What were the ditferent arangements then? | mean were there certain
events that it was all drag and. .

LB: Wcll Halloween. of coursc.

MM: O K.

I.LB: And then they suid we could go to the bars on New Years Eve, as well us
Halloween. And we tried that in one place and they thiew us out. On New Years Bve.
But we went (o other places. Some accepted us and some didn't,

MM: Do vou remember what places accepted vou'?

LB: | can’t remember the names, they are no longer in existence.

MM: Sure.

LB: Thisis ulso hefore | knew him. There’s no date on it Actually, | dated these, That
wits 7 one man. [ ean’t ell, there 15 something stamped back, but T can’t tell i0it"s
it date. These were all tuken at abour the same time. Tnothe 705

MM: 5o these are all the 19705, huh?

LB: Ithink so.

MM: Were these at the show, Imperial Court events or .. .7
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LB: Which one are you looking at?  Ah, ves, of course these were in his order.
MM: Oh, L sce.
LB: Yos.

MM: Cun you just give me a thumb-nail history of the Imperial Count from what you
knon?

LB: Well, of course, Jose put it all together and 1then selected peaple 1o be part of 1. The
more attractive drags and we had various functions like Bitch and Stitch Club.

MM: Which was?

LB: You brought your hobhy (o a meeting and we had drinks and hors d"Ceuvres in the
gvening, sometimes in the aftermoon.

MM: What were the various habbics that people would bring along?

LB: Oh, God. Idon'tremembher. Well, sewing sequins and pearls and things on fabric
for a gown. That wus Heary's favoriwe thing 1o do.

MM: What were vours?

LB: 1 don™ remember. Maybe just listening,

MM: Just biching. Not so much stitching, more just bitching,
LB: Thisis my first time in drag, 1 think L showed you that.
MM: Yeah, Andthis wasn't until the [ae *50s, vou sad, right?
LB: Ahuh.

MM: Now you had been, you had met Henry before ihis, right?
LB: Yes, well actoally this was at his home.

MM: O.K., alright.

LB: This gathering. But it was through the guy next to me, Tom Little, that { met all
these people.

MM: Now how was i, | imagine thal yoo knew a lot of these people befare you did
drag. How long was it that you knew them hetare vou. .. ?
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LB: Just Tom. And he was my roommate. Well, we rented a house together, There
were four of us and we rented i house. And atter I got out af the school in Berkeley and
we called it B it was on Parker Strect so we called it Parker House, "This | think is a very
vood picture of me as o woman.

MM: You on the right side.
LB: Yecuah [ think so.

MM: Well, you're on the man’s left, Well so il looks bke at one of these parties there
wore men who sort of did male drag. unless that’s @ woman in male... 7

LB: No. that was my lover. He had always wished he had been born in the 18% century,
MM: OK.

LB: And because he would like to have been pant of 4 royal court and all the regabia that
gacs with it and so that's why be adopted the name, | think [ told vou, of Maximilian, his
name was William. And the family name had been von Blisenbach, (sp?) but it was
shottened 10 Bliss. But he fiked Maximilian von Blisenbach. So then he adopted the tide
of arch duke. Which wus about the highest you could go, ather thun the king.

MM: And nobody would dive take a title like that.

LB: What"

MM Nobody dare assume a title like king or queen?

L.B: Well no. he wanted to be arch duke. In fuct he associated bimsell with, well
Maximilian von Hapsburg, Yau know, who was also o prinee. But not a king even
though he made a king in Mexico. That didn’t do bim much good. So then. of course, |
became the arch duchess.

MM: O.K. and vou're....

LB: And that’s that big picture.

MM: OK. . now....

LB: Andthere’s a smaller in the saime, in the same gowr.

MvE: Oh, that's nice iUs in color. Now | wonder because a ot of these photosraphs in

here. you know like this one right here and the carly one here of Henry, certainly are
betore 1965, when I've been told the Tmperial Court was founded?
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LB: | don't remember the date.

MM: You doa’t remember the date. But, 1 mean, did some of these concepts and titles,
lor cxample, precede the founding of the Tmiperial Count?

LB: Dthink so. Well, T don’t know, The Baromess, for instance, if she had that title
before Jose threw all this together. 1 am nat certain. There would have been no reason to
be a baroness unless you had associated with the coun.

MM: Yeah.

LE: S0 it sounds like that we udoped that after Josc.,

MM: But. I mean you know himm before Jose started all this. Do vou remember. was
there ever a time that you didn’t go by the Baroness?

LB: Ididn’t know him that well, I didn’t see him that often either, We only had drag
parties. We weren't that ¢losc at the time. Not in the beginning.

MM: Do yvou remember any ol the circumstances al the beginning of the court?
LB: Mo, it's just that | think Jose wanted o lord it aver somebody.

MM: So was there some tesentment of him?

MM: Yoes.

MM And what ...

LB: And there still is,

MM: OK. ____ Yo

LB: Well he's such a dominant person.

MM: And so that’s whase story has been told.

LLB: Mmhuh,

MM: Right? What were the other starics that people might have old about the court
and these drag parties?

LB: Stores”

MM Well, [ gucss, you know the old adage, night, history s wld by the victors, QK.
Andin some way Jose because he's dominant and because he's remembered, it's his

Tk
o
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story aboul the drag parties and the Imperial Court that has been told. T am just
wondering if there are other stores that may not be the sume thing that he has told.

LB: Ldont know. [ kninw very Little shout him except there were o few impartant cvents
that occurred in by life. For one thing he was a shoc salesman,  You knew that?

MM: No

LB: I think women's shocs. And the other thing was he inherited a house somewhere in
the Midwest, I have lorgotten where now, and went there far quite awhile te live in the
house and decided he coualdn’t stand it there. He had o be back in the hig city. So he
came hack. Tdon’t know what happened with the bouse. But it seems 1o me somehody.,
some gay person, left it te him, Because he was admired.

MM: On what basis do you think people ademired him?

L.B: The fact that he was not afraid to speak upp no matter where it was, To say “1'm
guy.” That kind of thing. Outspoken. Way betore anyhody would discuss this openlty.
he did.

MM: Did that, did people you know admire him for thal or maybe did people alsa. .7
LB: Oh. some would shy away,

MM: Ycah, Why'!

LE: They didn’t want (o be poined ot | still have friends like that woday, You're not
supposed o be associated with gay. ..

MM: You're nit supposed to {launt i, 15 that the part of it?
LB: Or just not supposed to even he identilied with it. Let alone “flaunt.”

MM: Why do you supposc, [ mean, I guess 1175 sort of a dilficult question to answer, but
far those whe wanted to shy away (rom 1L, do you think they were fearing for their jobs,
do you thmmk.. ./

LB: Abuh. yeah. Public. right. public opinion. Less than human. Deranged.

MM: Is, no that doesn't make any sense. [ guess T am sort of really interested 1o this
hecause Trom what 1 sce there were all these drag purtics that were very imformal tha
people just had at thetr homes. And then ten yvears laler. vou're renting halls st the Hilten
and Calilornia Hall and there's newspaper coverage of it and it's written about in gay
publications. And [ guess Ldon’t understand how we get from something that was just in
somehody’s living room to something that 15 4 majar public event.

b
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LB: Lthink Jose was o big part of it because he 1old. he {ulked frecly about this no matter
where he was, 5o [ think he did contribute greatly o the regularization of the gay
Communily,
MM: Were there others who also. 7
LB: Yes. Michelle. who was o singer, an enlertainer, also aulspoken.
MM: Woere Michelle and Jose irignds?
LB: Yes. Well, on and ofl. Fach one wanled the spotlight. So they had to fight over

. . . . - |
that. Michelle lived aver my back fence for awhile. Two years that T lived on 247 Street.
e lived on 23" Or was it Elizabeth? 1 think maybe Elizabeth and 23" Had a nice
house, Big back yard. And who else was there? There were others but his name comes
right up forward. T can’tthink of anybody else right now.,
MM: So Jase went by hus real name, Jose Sarnia?
LB: Ahuh.
MM: Michelle went by a drag name.
LB: Ycs. Iam not sure what his real name was.
MM: Did he have a regular day job (oo?
LB: Ycah. [don'tknow whal.
MM: Butl not wearing o gown and going by the name Michelle?
LB: No, nobing gay.
MM: Did any af these people that you know of who were particularly visible and T guess
flaunting, did any of them work in guy businesses? [ mean we traditionally think of gay
businesses. Or did they kind of put on 4 straight performance. 1 guess, 1o work ina
straighl business? Because to have a job, from what [ have been tanght, at this point in
time, you couldn’t flaunt it an the job.

LB: No.

MM: S50 @ wonder how these people managed 1o get work or if perhaps (hey chunged
their hehavior.

LB: Buanenders.

MN¥: Burtenders?

)
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LB: Ycah. So many were burtenders. In mostly gay, well at least in San Francisco.
Waiters. And [ think cvery waiter I metim San Francisco was gay.

MM: Really, and nion just im gay restaurants?

LB: Mmhuh, anywhere. Gordon’s Restagrants, Westly Ho. (sp?) Gay Yale. (777)
Exccllent food. 1 was there opening night and 1l was on Sansome and Broadway, right al
the {reeway ontamp. And opening night there was o free dimner. but you had o carry
vour own trays throogh the kitchen, so they would fill up whatever they had there.

MM: Oh, really?

LB: Ycah.

MM: 13id they make vou do yvour dishes too?

L.B: No. Just carry the trays. I remember 1liked their liver and anions. Mmm, they did
such a wonderful job, crispy type liver. With bacon.

MM: Wow. Scunds savory, But thit's samething | have (o tulk to my doctor about
tomarrow, L can't taste half of the food 1 eat. Particularly meat, Notaste,

MM: Strange.

LB: [ surcas, The medications.
MM: What about the hot choeolate”?
LEB: 1cun tasie that.

MM: That's sood,

LB: }ean taste irut, T like fruit. [ make a compote, 1 usually have one going all the ume.
That [enjoy. Salty things. But it's just ordinary meut

MM: [ have heard people talk abou Gordon's before and they deseribed it as o gay
restaurant. 1 am not sure what that means though. Is a gay restaurant just mean ke iU's
ownership and chentele or Y

L.B: What elsg?

MM: Well, I mcan is there a certain kind of (oadd?

LB: No.

4!
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MM: 1t was just basically continental or American food.

LB: Good food. Well preparcd. Mo, Gordon was the chef,

MM: OK,

LB: He prepared or oversiw evervtiing, In fact they finally deft that wrea and went to
Marin County and opened anather, it wasn't called Gardon's, something else, because |
auess they sold the name with the resturant. I never did eat in the Marin County one.
They satd it was very good.

MM: So what ather pictures do vou have here to show?

LB: Well, [ think you ve alrcady seen this.

MM: And this is the 1971 S1Rebrities. (sp?) Yes. Andthat's vou and lenry
Hondikoff, (sp?) And now S1Rebritics is lrom the organization SIR, right?

LB: I guess so.

MM: What wus the |7

LB: Sacicty for Individual Rights.

MAM: O.K. und whi were they.

LB: A gay organization.

MM: How did they ditfer from the count?
LB: Well, for instunce they had a bar. What was his name, Bill.
MM: Clamp?

LB: Yes. What do you know about him?
MM: I've heard about him.

LB: He had....

[End of tape 2, side 1]

[Tape 2, side 2, Larry Buttwinick}

LB: He was very active, well he organized SIR. And then SIR put on shows. Like Boy
Friend,
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MM: What was Hov Friend?

LB: The Bov Friend.

MM: ['ve never heard of it. What was it?

LB: I's an English very, well I can’t find the adjecnve. A comedy very arch.

MM: Camp?

LB: This type. Very tunny. Anyway it wus a tremendous success. They did Mame, |
believe [ have forgotten her name. They did that at Cahifornia Hall. And the lead’s
parents were there, They introduced them, they got up (e applaose.

MM: The lead was in drag, sight?

LB: Ahuh.

MM: So it was an all male main cast,

LB: And very well dane. | can’t remember his name though, the one who did Mame. It
wias one name, his drag name. And, well, of course SIR was mainly a place 1o mect.
And o lounge and just meet other way people.

MD: Woasn't that what bars would be though,

LB: Humm?

MM: Tsn'tthat what a bar would be? How was it different than i har?

EB: Well. because not cverybody drank. I wasn't just strictly liguor,

MM: Waus it open different bours than a bar would be?

LB: Probably. but 1 don’t know,

MM: Becausc itis if you o into a bar you are expected to buy a drinks, maybe at the
SIR Center, you didn™. you weren 't expecled to.

LB: No.
MM: Did you have 1o be o member o go in?

LB: It seems to me there were dues.
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MM: Yeah.

LB: I's so long ago. T ean’t remember.

MM: Were a lol of people who were involved with the court also involved with SR,
ER: Oh, veah. Well like we have the gay center here in Havward. A place just o relax
and talk to other gay people. SIR was much that wity on it bigger scale. Because 1t was a
fairly lare establishment. 6" and. upstuirs, 6" and Mission, Howard. Something like
that.

MM: Yeah

LB It was guite large. So it was just o place to drop in. [ guess they had o bar there, |
don’t rernember, they must have.

MM: Grat least during speciul events.

LB: Yecuh, but that wasn't the prime purpose, to drnk.

MM: Do vou want 1o go through this and just tulk sboul some images in here?
LB: Alright.

MM: Il there is anything that sinkes your imagination or fancy and you think there
might be a story behind #1...7

LB: Well, this pity was in Fatrfax,

MM: In Munn Cousty. Whose house,

LE: ldon't remember. This was our own apariment and Twas Sarah Sicddens, (sp)
MM: You were who?

L.B: Sarsh Siddens.

MM: Who is Sarah Siddens?

LB: A famous British uctress in times. the 18" century.

MM: Oh OK.

LB: Orthe 19". And there is the Baroness. And this is i friend who had never been in
drag, Glen. | remember his name. So I lent him one of my dresses and he looked lovely,
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MUM: He sits ke a lady as well,
LB: think these pictures are quite mice. The lighting.

MM: The hackground and everything as well. sure, So were these partigs just bke you
heing anywhere with a party, stand around and sip cocktails and wlk?

LB: Yeah, That's typical.

MM: O.K. Sait was sort of you'd be performing in your robe a hittle bit, so il you were
Sarah Siddens do you suppose that you would act differently if you were in o different
type of gown?

LB: Perhaps. But actually it was just o appear in something. Something they hadn’
scen before. T always loved this picture of Henry, be's sitting on the floor. Madame
Camellia. Violetta,

MM: So | have always wondered, Jose, [ think is originally Columbian, is thut right”?

LB: Ithink so.

MM: Were there any ather people who weren't like Anglo American that participated in
this scene?

LB: ldon't remember. This is another picture of me,

MM: Does this marror in there. is that in your apariment”? These are your piclures or
way that his?

LB: Or was that Henry's? 1 can’t remember. | think that was Henry's,

MM: hid people arrive al the partics dressed or did they change. .. ?

LB: 7 puallets.

MN: Nice.

LB: 1have talked 1o you about the pallets?

MM: Nope.

LB: Somchody, oh, cause he works for Gene & Company, {277} texiboak publishers.
And he was in shipping. He was streng. he'd throw those pallets around. And he'd bring

Ihem home for panties so he could be Empress Eugene up on her.

MM Sart of her chaise.
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L.LB: On her chaise. ves.
MM: Did people come dressed o the parties or did they dress there,
LB: Nothey came dressed.

MM They came dressed. That must have be a spectacle then, il you were a neighbar
and seeing a bunch ol .7

LLB: Abhuh.

MM: Men in gowns coming inlo someone’s apartment.
LB: Ortry driving in high heals.

MM: Tell me about it is it difficuit?

LB: Ycah.

MM: Impossible?

EB: Na.

MM: Cspecially with a shick.

LB: Moo 1think 1did teld vou about the work that my lover did on Post Street.
MM: No.

LB: Who am 1elling all this 10?

MM: Idon’tknow. Who mre those twa?

LEB: My laver.

MM: And.

LB: And his lolk dunce partner.

MM: His?

LB: Folk dance.

MM: Folk dance partner. They are huving a picnic on the.. ..

40



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

LB: Yeah, while we were working on the housce,
MM: Andishis your apartment?

LB: IU's a house,

MM In your house.

LB: Builtin J861.

MM: No Kidding.

LB: In Sun Francisco.

MM: Whi part of town is that in.

LB: Butcher town.

MM: Butcher Town, Where is Buicher town?
LB: 3" Sueet.

MM: 0K

LB: Itwason___ 7 . They run alphabetically,
MM: s it still standing?

LB: [t was the last time 1 looked,

MM: W do a ot of researching down there,

LEB: Redevelopment Agency took il over for their headquarters. But we redid every inch
of that place. And did build w all in, drapenies and upholstery. That was a solon st that

Henry had. Because that's when he lived with us,

MM: Did you have some partics al your house”

LB: Some. Actuully more Henry's when we lived on Ouk Street. Oh this is alter Heney,
Hc sort of dropped out and we didn’t see him for a lomg time. He picked up with this
other group. Norman, who imagined hersel{ to be Joan Crawford, .7

MM: Wayne Miller?

LB: Mmhub. And rmy lover. We're doing a scence from Cabarer.
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MM: And this was vou?
LB: No.

MM: OK. This says it wascust "7 or 72 Cabaret 7 right. And this looks like
a Disncy character. doesn™t u?

LB: Shit. Dizzy I think is more like it. Whoever designed those costumes ...,

MM: _ 7

LB: Alphie. In his leather juckel.

MM: Sothisis Alphie?

LB: Yeah. lle did not play the organ. Juck did. But he was posing like he did.

MM: Well those were cule guys. Whal dao you suppuose these were all about?

LB: | have noidea, Kone, You know what they were thinking of. [t raining. huh™
MM Yes, gquite hard.

LB: Tcan't heliove we __ 7 "That was [wa yvoars ago.

MM: When wus this, was that at a panty?

LB: Light House. The Light House Hailoween Ball. Tn the rotunda ol City Hail.
MM’: Oh. O.K. Did yvou bring that photo slang with you, 1o show peopte,

LB: 1 have a wbe but it sugged. Ts ol hanging, it was pooled out betore. 1 coutdn™
wear those shoes Turied for awhile. And pretty soon [thought [ was going o break my
neek, And it was on marble Tloors. Forunatety Leroy was there and gave me his arm. |
would have fullen,

MM: Was this, was that attuched to the dress?

LB: Nuo.

MM: That's a necklace

LB: Icould have bought it at K-Mart,

¥MM: The dress.
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LB: For twenty-five bucks. That was a long time ago, of course,
MM: Perfeel drag wear isn’tit?
LB: Yecah. I have a hearing soon though. (777

MM: So u sounds like most of the gowns then were made, they weren't purchased,
right?

L.B: Oh veah.

BMM: Was there, ] mean I guess there was jewelry and everything that would be
purchased, dght? Were there specific stores that people would go to, to find their
accoutrement?

LB: Forthe jewelry?

MM: Yeah, the jewclry and perhaps the hats and the Tabrics, and. ...

LB: Stant with Woolworth's.

MM: Start with Woolwarth's,

L.B: Cheaper.

MM: Cheaper.

LB: And work your way up.

MM: To...? There were, there were, arc there any other stores that particularly stocked
things that drag queens might hike?

L.B; Probably most of them pow, upper Market Street,

MM Like Cllrs?

LB: 1don’t even know the name, 1 never go there. But [ know that they have all these
aayv stores up there, But no, there was nothing that T know that catered 1o, not way back
then,

MM: Did yvou ever spend much time in the Castra?

LB: No. Idon’t like the posing. | don’t go for muscles.
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BMM: Was there o certaim point that scemed like was most]y what was happening in San
Francisco? Or was there always a place where you could get away that you felt like i
was your crowd of people?

LB: 1 never was a bar person.

MM: OK.

LB: So | seldom went to bars.

MM: O.K. You mostly did houose partics, then?

LB: Yeuh. I'd drop in here and there for a dnnk of T concen awhile, Dol have
L s1gn anything here?

MMA: Yos. Lel me see here,
[End of tape 2. side 2}

[End of recording]





