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STEVE ESTSE: This is Stewve Egtes and today's date is July 2, 2003,
JOHN CASTEC: Tnls is John Castro in East Palo Alko, Celifornia.
8E: OGrea-. Alvigat, Jcho, when and where were you born?

JC: 1 was barn in Detroit, Michigan, September the 14th 1949,

SE: K. A&nd wharc did your parents do for a Liviag?

Jo: My Tather was a cab driver ang my mother was a house wife, However, I
wasn't raised by tkem. T raigsed irn fascer komes from age four ta age fifteen.
SE: Co you mind saying why ywou weren't raised oy them?

JC: plochol,

8B: You sald that you're half natlve American ancesury, wiaich ane of your
parentcs. . . 7?

JC: My omam.
SE: Taur mom.

J¢: A full blocded indian. 1 think she's back living on the reservation that
she was born in,

SE: What reservaticn iz fhah?

JC: Eatchewsra, Sntario, Canada.

8B: And your dad was Frencn?

J8: Yeah

8E: rFrench-americar or French natignals?

JC: 1 dortt koow 'cause he died when I was eight years cSld.
SE: I see.

JC: 52 1 didn't know wvery much abcuat him

BE: Cid you grow up in foster keomes around the Debroil areas
JC: Weli, actually about 69 miles sway. And they were farms.

SE: OQK. What was It lixe growing up on farmg?
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JC: Welil I had a lot or chores to do. And one of the homes that | was ie, Lhe
foster mobther she was abusive to me. I mean I would get kicked, punched or
slapped tws, three times a day., I remember we didn't get very much Inod. T was
very skinny unbll [ was aboubl 12 13 years o1d when [omoved o another farm and
wasg able Lo be living there. The only reason [ bring chis up is because one day
I remember coming kcme from schocl and getting beaten because I was bungry and L
wasn't really hungry, I was just so skinny. &cd looxed like | was boing starved
Lo death,.  And that's why wien [ went Lo Lhe school vafeteria they t£old me that
it T see arvthing there Lhat [ would Like Lo eal That T could go ahead and help
wyeelf . And somehow, 1 don't know, someore went ahead and called my stepmother
and told her that I lock emaciated. Erd sco [ got in trouble for that. AnoLher
mamsey Lhat her two children, a daughter and a son, tney would get like Lwo tura
Tish pandwiches with lettuce on 1L, cooxlies, bag of chips, plus 60 gents fo go
and buy chings. And my lunch was one s!ice of bread with peanut butcer on ane
gide and then folded ovwer. T just tkocught that wasn't right but there was
rotking that I could do akout ik,

8E: Sure. You said you were in foster homes until you were fourteen.,  Were you
adopted at that goint or what happened?

JC: Tkak was when | van away and then [ was and then 1 was allowed to scay wich
My M.

BE: 0. Where was she living ak that btime?
JC:  Hcill ie mMichigan.

ZE: 5he was still in Michigan. So you finished high school in Detroit, or had
you dreopped out at this poine?

JC: Mo, I drecoped cutn of high schoesl, T was kaving difficulty because T gotb
sicked out of home when I was *n the eleveath grade. I was working in a gas
station at night & hours after school. 2nd the school went ahnesd said guite a
bit that it was more important for me bo work., Ab the time b was more
important for we to work than Jt was to go to scnosl and so [ eventually dropped
aut . And the reagson 1 dropped oul 1s onc girl taat 1 had & crugh on, 1 found
out that she was pregnant and we were actually in love. We were rehearsing the
graduation ceremocrny when I fourd out and T just steocd up and walked out.

SE: Did you tkink wvou =ight e the fatker?

JC: Mo, . [ knew 1 wasn't ke father just somebody else,  Zul [ just Gidn't,
I dida't know then, kids in the city Zid things like that because back con the
farm, we didn't. W®We, 1 was born o a Christian and 1 was going Lo be a virgla
uptitl 1 gol married.

SE: JK. S0 now did yow get into bthe wmilitary, you said youd voluntcered, rignt?

JC:  Yean., Well my bhest buddy, Johr Lees, he was getting drafted and he asked
me *f T would 9o ahead ard join kRim and we ¢could 9o ahead and go £Eo hasic
training together. DBy Jjoining in the buddy system. So I wenk ahead and did
Lthat.. and wo woved 1nlo baslo training togecher. The first couple of weeks or
g T zaid something Lo somecne and Lhen John Loeg was transferred to my compatny.
And o owe did discover a little bit of basic training together,

8E: What did ycur mem think about wour joining the Brmy?
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Jo: I didn't hear her express any ocpinion abouk it
SE: tow this i3 1948 when vou joined, right?
JC:  Yes,

SE: Had the apntiwar mowvemcnh started, or wore ¥ou aware ©f —hat at all?

JC: Mo [ wasn't. In Zact 1 don't Think [ was aware about it.  EBut this ons
girl that was in my s-udy, study nal! flassg, ! forge:s her name. I think was
Genrglida. She was very interested and about the assassinatiorn of John Kennoeay.

And she would bring thoese pnewspapers Lo acd say Chat this person knew such and
such and thoy would koow that this person didn 't think that all chese gecole
Fad died zr whatever, had no knowledge abeoutc that, That's all I rememkber abourt
as far as politics.

SE: So it wagn't a wvery pcolitical high school exXperlience Eor you?

J2:  Rlgnhb.

SE: Can wyou toll =e any memorable evenbs from your basic Lraining?

Jo: h, yeah. I was a sguad leadex, 5o [ had to sec arn example.  And tests
that we nad btz see 1f we were learning the material and grasping some o2 these,
guys were having difficulty with that and [ would have to go give these peaple
the test of CLhe same mazeriazl over and over dagain until bthey got 1t.  And 2
would coach the guy. And ckhis heliged me ever more Lo vhdevstanding tche marterial
that we were beirng taught.

S5E: Had you shown promise o be a sguad leader? How did that ocgur?

JC: I think nasically there I was made a sguad leader because of =y COT zcore.
Which always was like similar to an intelligence btest score. Ming was 121 wnich
is ccnsidered supericr intelligence and I think mayne thac's why I was made a

sguad leader.

8E: So even thougn vyou didn't hawve a high school diploma, you were kind cof
naturally mzre incelligent than some of The cbher falks who were in yvour sguad. .

J0: Yrahk.

8E: Interezting. When vou finighed basic training you went to an addicicnal
training school, you were Lelling me.

JC: wWell L (7)_

EE: Oh, tell wme.

JC: OE. I graduated at the highest of the proficiency tesl. And 1 was given &
trovhy .  [1 was a piece of wood with a little figurine of a man's khand with his
arm up iike he's carrying a terch. And | was also Lied with another man as wost

physically fit I cur company and T was asxed by my platcon sergeart 19 I would
go ahecad i£ [ would rescind my claim, my half claim, to the most physically fit
so that this zsoher guy could gel the Lrophy 50 Lheve would ke Lwo guvs given a
trophy instead of dust one. And btien ar honorable menLicn for a tying Lhing for
mosl physicalivy fit.
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$E: 5o, this astuff that tested your physical fitness waos obstacle courses,

runting and that kind of souff.

JC: Yeal, it owas. But i zhink the reascon [ did 2o well at it 'cause I raised
onoa farm and I was running every year since [ was a kid, _ (%} &pd it was
otly a couple of veares that T wag i the ity before I joined the Army so I owas
like a farm boy ard as far as physicai fitness. Angd did so well physically.

5E: So comlnyg osubt of basic trainlng with chat, with those kind of Righ
capacitles for hign stamina, how did vou decide what you wanted =2 go inka?

JC: 1 didn't decide. ®We (ust got our orders and Chey decided for us,
SE: D, what were your orders?
JC: My orders were bto go 1o Fort decnard wogd, Missguari to bpoome a volunteer

vorablon specialist.

8E: Doesn't sound like the mogt glovious poskt in the Army.  How Gid you feel
abouc that?

J2: Weli, I dido'o keow anvthing about iv. I didn't ever krnow they had a had a
Fort Leonard wWood. &1l of a sudden it was good bocavse | didn't do any
traveiing, vou koow. L fook up with cthe bhusk leagues.

SE: That's 0K, it was kind of a joke anvway. What were vour impressions, you
wire in rart Enox far vour basic sraining and then Fort Leonard Wood.  What were
vour impressicong of those places haviag grown ap on farms and then Cebrolt.

JC: wWell, T thought they were pretckty bleak .  You Know at least, well the bulk
cf che area, the barracks, was certainly like reminded me of fiving in & barn.
They had the siding on the cutside ard vou could see the post hole of Lhe flcor
and all tkac in ckere and thew nad some kind of, material tkat wasn 't plastersod

like in a aouse.  You KAow, JUst rustlic and v looked like the inside of a barn.
ore thing that really fascinated me was Lhe machine that they had for wasking
dishes, One thing tkhar really impressed me is chat it was like a washing

machine with the cld type agitator with ringers. Scomething like that bBut it had
Bumps a1] over that was used for pealing potatocs.  That wag pretty neat.  Then

was explaining my krnowledge of horvizons. T tock some individual training and I
was aiso a gquad leader and wher T graduated, I graduated with the second
Fighest score ever recorded for that class. Then the post commandoctT wanled Lo
a0 Me. He wanted me go Lo West Polnt., And T had to take a nhysical. 1 owent
and saw a doctor because my oves weren b oadjustabic to 20420 wvigion witk glasses

was told that wasn't going to go Lo West Point. pAnd did get (7 assembled
zoore of recognition for having suck a high zcore. And an MCS,  And then T went
on leawve, a 30 day leave and that was the first bime my mom expressoed her
conecrn,  Because ghie knew I was going to Vietrnam afrer that.

BE: ‘whkat did she sav’?

JC: 5She gaid o gome home. Thabt was it.  You know but I cculd tell thnac she
was reallyv worried.

8E: Did wou go home on your leave?

JC: Yeah, yeak. In fact, I had my crders bReforc, you koow, orders ©o go aome
on legwe put T also had my Grder to go shead and repost Lo omy nextb duty
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station, And that was in Oakland, California. It was a paint of transfer to
Viecaam.,  So omy mom kacw aboub that and all she said was come home and thac she

wags copngerned. | guesss it bobhers me g0 much begause T didn't know about to
krow how I was upsetting her. I was just going te join the army, hig deal, you
krow. So anyways.

BE: 1It's probaklyv hard to do this, hut gow did you feel aboubt going bo Yiecram,
separate from kow your mom felc?

JC: T really digo't have mugch imagiracicn about ic. I was Just going to s
different country. And that was basically ic. I wasn't concerned about beling
shot or anything like thst. It was just I'm in thoe Army, I'm supposed o g0 and
help fight this war. 2&nd that's basically it. However, once I gob to victnam I
thougnt it was such a beauriful country and 1 was glad that ! was there. They
nad different kinds of placts and [ {isted by myself ard they had mountairns and
things like than and it was just really neat. T thougkt it was really beautiful
there.

EE: OCo you remember the day that you got there, or the evening that you oot

“here? Can you tell me a lictle abour bhate?

J0: 0 The day that | oarvived in Vietnam was suppnsed to land in Saigon
Internatioral Alrpart, but the flight was delaved bocause we were told to land
someplace ¢lse.  Becausc in was unsafe to land at Saigor because of arcillexy
shelling from the enemy. So we had to land at Zen Hua, And seo we landed at Ben
ia and then I remember getting on & bus and the bus drive through Saigon, you
know it being an criental city and seelng the women with their clothes that are
certainly different from the west. And all tne polnted hats and everything and
I thought this is really reat. &nd the architecture was diiferent and I'd never
seen arny _ .Fr_ , stuff like tkac., It wasn't really kept up. You know there
was no sidewalks and stuff 1llke that., Like ¢irt or something.  So mad was
goething around, splashlag or somethling Like thab . That's about all I xemember
o bhe day T arvived.

SE: wWas wyour First posting with Lhe engineers?

JC: Mo my first poscing was in American Diwvision Headguarters. We were In a
place outside of Saigon. Aad we had to reporh every day in formation to fingd
SUT Where we were golng to be staticned.  But I remember that they would read
aff a list of names and then read the cocrder or whatever., and I shown where oo
go.  And sa bhoab was a couple of days.  Bub then ! remember that 1 was keing
transferred Lo the cerntral highlands and the AZmerican Divigion was bthe division
I was going to be with or attached to or whatever. I was staticned in Thu Lal,
Sourth Vietnam. W®nern [ went there acd we were Lnere for some sdditional training
and alse they gave ws a s00v [or malaris or something and some inoculations and
for a whole month we dido't do anybbhing except g to school and lay around and
tnirgs like that, Therve are bosses In the &rmy and so in the alfterxnoon we were
able sib arcund on thelr bunks and that. I'd been told that It was sort of
adviged bto geb used to the timing., And I alss (70, wo g0 shead and watch
Lo sce 1 anyhbody was haviag side effects from the malaria vaccing that we were
giwven. Because T remember Larry Eubkard, a friend of mine, wanted to go do
gamething after we got off duty. He Sust decided o lay around. And
menkioned Lo bhe serceant or socebhody, who scemcd fo bo real concornced as Lo
what 1E means to juskt lay around sleepirng, you know he wanted to krnow the
details. 1 was told years later that I leaxned about the side effects, for some
of us, twhat some people have, based o the side effects of the vacoinc.
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EE: 0¥. I was golng teo ask you about vour, what kind of thiings you WeErg
learning in the classes when vou first gobt to Vietnam? [f you romember.

JC: Well, it seemed like some of it was or hand te hard comzat. That I
remember seeing Firet run theaver doing different rules and things like that,
That's all I vemember. Flus stuff like, It's been rtoc leorng.

EE: That's QK. After you finlshed chat Tivet morth or so0 of classes, where
were you statbloncd?

Je: 1 owas in _ [P . 7 was in company 25Lh Englneer Battallion and 1 think we
woere attached to 18Yth _ (%) Brigade.

SEE: WwWhat was your [ob?

Je: My £irst one was sand bag [illicg. Ard buildicg different _ (7] and
things like that., Tken | Decame a bruck drivery and 1 used Lo go off che post,
off the bhasge, T2 wnere theve was some sand and | used o Fill up my truck with
gand and then drive it back to the post. Afcter I was there for awhile, I was
abie to go, I was allowsd teo go or mine sweeps and 2id a mine sweep on (7]
every day. Begause of compocom (7)) to get Lhe supplies,. And do remember <onm
would be Zegtroyed, wou keow, Lbe amae. e tkhe beginning | bhrought munitions
and tnings Like that. The ming sweep plans weve done guickly 15 that one squad,
or one platoon would work from (7] ard the ctker platcon would reach
__i?)__  and did the mine sweeping in __ (7)_ in tke clear. 5S¢ 1 Jid that for
awhile and then sowmchow the mine was found and the wmine deteocteor dida't catch
it., Soc aftfer that, we came up with ancther tactic to uge which was just Ko go
anead fill a large truck full of sand and sand hags in the front all around and
Lo pop it over the reoad after the mine sweep went through to mase sure that
Liaere Was oo mines left on Lhe road. 5o this one week [ odeon't <now how sany
Lrucks we lost, T guess agne every day, and so many truce drivers were getting
injured hocause of my apinion was that they were getbing injured because Lhey
were heing hlown out of Lhe fruck and wnen they landed on Lhe grournd that's when
Ehev would break their bones. T forget whe I told, [ thing maybe 1t was my
sergeanl »r platoon leader, Lieutenant ZTallinger, aboutb che reason why they
were gekting injured becauss Lhey were nokt hanging on to ckhke truck at all cimes.
tnd truck drivers weroe afraid Lo go ahead and do the mine sweeping so T
volunteered for ib.  All wou gobL Lo do iz hold on. So Lhat's what T did,  That

was time for my platoon te be ower ab Bllis and Ress (7). And worked if's way
Lowards _ (%! . I knew I could get blown up that day. A loc of things changed
just because Lhe pressures ar Lo now, and AL was hapoening on a daily basis,
What happered was that T was drivicg and found a mine with my fruck. You know,
there was a great big ewplosicon and sand sort of gob inLo my oves. T Burnesd @y
head really guick bet the scund waves wernt ahead and proke my ear drum, T
Taought the bomo beauatiful,. A1l this just wellow firve like, you wnow. 1t was a

jet blacek cloud. Ther right afterward the sxplosion I was afrald there wousld be
a secondary explosion of the gas tanks or the diegel Lanks, 8o T just climhed

dowr: and ran down the street, By Lhat time, some of Lhe other enlisted men were
arpund the tfuck and wondering where T wae., I came walking up behind them,
"Eere I am." Thoy asked me If I was 00X, and 1 said, wean., This was the firsi
time chat T was ir a helicopter, a Hugy. Tt was a red oross helicoprter, it was
going o take me out., 1 Ifelt really impertant at that time because the
nelicopter went stralght up ints the air and as we were rising up inlo the alr
I1'd zee all of the soldiecrs, wvou know, making a cirvele the {77! to protect

sometning. Me heirg a stupid kid, 7 thought they were Lrying to protect wme, Dut
1 think it was more that tney were brying o protect Lhe helicopter.
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8E: They were Ltrying to protect those,
g0 Yeah.
8E: Were wvou taking fire? I wmean was there. ...

J: Ko there was no fire there. No one was shocking at us or anything., 1T was
jusi that the wines would go off. S0 then 7 went to Da HNarvg and I was there and
my car got iafoctod and my veck swelled up like a ball, like I had a goiter. I
wWas giver arntibiotics and T would have ©2 Qo every day bz this docior named
BLusinats (sp?r and he would putr this thing like that they use in a dentist draws
the saliva out of your mocth, they pul Lthat in my ear to get the pus out., I
don't mnow, ib's paloful, you kaow, Lo geb all of che pus out of there. And I
would kave t£o gargle with salt water. The concussion from the alr also affected
my throat, like strep =zhroat or something. Where bacrteria Is growing there. [
don't know how long I was there. Then I went back to duty but bthey woulde't let
me do Ehe concussion test anymere.  Ard so they made me a cock. I learned how
to conk. T oguess Todid pretty good.  And cken I alsc was. ... Delta Company,
25th Engineering Battalicn were geoing through our company area for some reasaon
and stopped there to have dicner and they just loved the way the Iood Tasteod
that I gooxed. I don't know exactly when 1t happencd, but [ was gffered o go
ahead ard cook for the officers wmess. Which 18 the post commander and

everything. 7§ was toftally not, T didn't want toc 9o ahead and cook far the
zfficers, I =hink the men need good food too, And I was transfericd after
that, Delta Company, 25th Engineering Battallon,

8E: ¥You got punishmernt for refusing to cochk?
g0 Yeaho

8E: Alrigh-, before you leave the 2lpha Campany, what were wvour relations wizh
Ehe cther men in “he company?

JE: o well T ohnad a lot of frviends. A& peorsocn who the friendship was is smokicg
|

marijuana. That was, you know, I bhad to see wheiher smoking things lize
that. ... T remember ote visitor, Jack, ke would walk arcurd my bed (#y ... Eo
we'd have to do that and then we'd have to drink some beer. [ gqut a lat o

moskly men.
BE: Had wou smoked marijuana before wou gQot bo Vietnam?
JC: I odontt think I odid.

SE: Lebt's get you to Delta Company. What was, [ mean I thiak you were saying
that that's kiad of where socme of the trvoubkle started.

g Yeah,
8E: what were you doing, were you starting as 4 oocok there too?

JC: Yeah . I was a coak.

BE: DX,
JC: Well, [ was a ¢ook Chere. I was toward the erd =f my teur, which was a
vear being over in Vietnam. I went ahead and signed cp to extend for six more

mankhs, It was like an additiocnal six monkhs that a person sStayed 1 Yietnam
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aver a year came off of their total time in the military., 8o 1 T extended s5ix
wmenLths [ think T'd get gutb a vear, two vears instead of three vears. So | went
ahead and ¢id that, but then I started having difficulty,. The BT boxes that we
used to get filled with cigareites and candy and {2 =tuff and books and T
liked to go ahead and read them. These psychology books that were in the ST
bhares. One day T mentioned to a friend of mine, a possible friend of mine that
Lhe veason why e uged drugs was, according fo the osyochology bock, was that we
had an arhappy sex iife. Ard he says come on, and T went and followed him and
ther. he enrciced me to have a homosexual act on him. I did that and T was real
upset begause T liked b, And T thought, coh my Sod, T am sxoited. | mWmean il
wag a shock to me, vou koow. T mean T kind of thought that vaguely hut it was
Che trith. S0 anyway, shoroly afier that, maybe a couple of days laters, T ran
inta my friend. Seeing that T worked in the mess hal!, T didr't always see the
other men that had duty scmeplace else. Only cocasionally after 5 c'Clock ar
whatewver. You kncw, I would get tc see him, And he said, T remember 1 was
walking, tollowing him intge 8 hoooh, which 15 a terms for a persarent structure,
which mearnt it had piywcoed floors, not just dirc. He said, come con Dave, let's
go ahead and get it done. | T was shocked. T said, don't you ever call me Cave,
aobody else calls me. You shouldn't 8o that either. And then 1 tried Lo
distance mys=1f from him. and then T ran inko him again because he was stili my
trierd. He wanted me Lo sodomisce kam in hig beooch and | osaid well T can't do
that because T Zon't even have much, just rub 1t cn me ard then it will get
hard, He just wouldr't leave me alsne. T napperned to lock around at the time
anda it looked like they'd woved the cots down the thing as (T someont wWas in
there and the ponchoe (7Y - So I just btook off and T ran oul &f thers. And
¥rom fhat Lime on [ said | gotf ta stay out of there. This is against the law.
Ez T stayed away Zrom him. Ang chen the rext time T saw him his eyes were
glazed over ard hls pehavior had changed., EHe was like, T don't know, | didn't
like heirg around him. Ke was so differenl. We were Leoying Lo play cards or
something like that and he ook a bayonct and slammed [t icto the table and sa:id
this is it, nabody cheats. This is was a shock to me., He 7] . I kpew
gamething wasgs wrong with wim, [ said whab happened to you? He zaid, wel! T toak
game pills. RAnd T zaid well don't bake those pills beocause T don't like the way
yod act. &nd thern ke came up and told me that he was getting discharged from
Ham. ke showeg me scome papers in advance and he was gettinyg Sischarged,  And 1
gaid, =y Gog, pe went ahead and cold them we had gay sex and _ f7;  sex.  And
that's why chey were discharging him. And so T newver 1ot on that T had this
affaiv with kim. 7 cried to keep it, weil T kept iz guiet. T didn't talx about
it and robody confronted me about it or anything, Sc it was lIke, don't talk
aboat 1L, it dida't happen. And then cne of my other Zriends, Les, was a
specialisc 4 or specialist 4B, I forgetl. 'This was the last thing becausc then

they called up everybody by the last name. T went aver Eo wisit with him and he
wasz gitting in a chairv and his eyes were glazed over also ard kRis pupils were
dilated, And he said "come and gek me, can™t you.” And T saigé who's foming Lo
get wvou, T odon't hear anybody,  And then he sa:d veah, And he says, "T'm messod
in their shitb, T°wve beon touching their shiz." T just didn't Enow what he was
talking about. Buk T knew that he was extremely frighzened. T could feel ik,
He was juskt filled with tervor. So a couple of days later this sevgeant ES,

Feck, was his last name, Sergeant Feck, He dido't have any of bthe stripes on
his shire, it was a shirt that was stripped of all rank. So I asked him, what

happened to you. He says, well, you know. Which T didn e knew but T just give
him "oh veah, " because 1 had

just been smgking pot. OF course [ had cornfronted this one guy Lhat waso't
inhaling the marijuara but blowiag ic up in the air. T said well he wasrn'tc

smoking and T felc that he was a CTD agenk, which is the military's Criminal
Tnvestigative Depastment. T went ahead angd declined him, and 1 rem=mber {hat
when I Zid T merticned recent names (770 cut and suddenly he just laid down and
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put his arms and l=gs in the air like that. His knees were hack and he said,
"faur." T thought it was bizarre te do semething Iike that. 5o anyway. ... .
8E: What do vou mean by mern?
JO: 1 don't know, but other times when [ had some kind of breaks, chere was

always samebkody ¢ ahcad and say four and then [ apeear to have parancid
schizophrenia, So then they survived aleng down the line,

8E: vou had met us with Sergeant Peck?

JC:  Yeah. He nad this locse marifuvana in a hag and it had some dark scuff in
there which 1 think was just hash and I wert ahead and smoked it. And my eyes
pecare glazed over acd T was feeling terror. I remember that, several things, I
didn't snow that was a strong hallucinogen and it made me terrified. &uc T had
hure my licsle Finger and it was a second degree purn and the Slister zroke cpen
ard fe%] off. So T had an open wound and [ was cocoking in the mess hall. And
we were suppoased £o be getting ready because of a battalion surgeon bhey were
going to do an inspection.  and so 1 had every intention to get the KPs moving
and getting the mess hall all cleaned up and the battalion surgeon came in and
wa'ked rignht intc the kitohen, looked ac my firger ard said you gob an onen

wound, you can't cock. fAs a matter of fact.... and 1 sald why tnis is
insulting. He didn't even ook atb the 1est of the mess hall, ke just hey this
ig it. 1 £houghs ke was out ko geb me. My First instivcc was T was getbing
discharged. FHe lacer f2eold me about a homosexual act and so I went over ko the
kicchen a sergeant, I Icrget his name but he was still in  (?}  im his
capacity. And I said Mary Jane, you know for marijuans, and e said why.  and

he acrtuaily stood right in froot of me Sut he did it in such a way that his
genitals were touching and I said sowebaing about Lt was out of place here., 2and
thern [ rememzer that before, 1 think we just had shoris on., we didn't have any

farigues, They were off duby. Theoy nad, somz of them had keen darcing around
ard singirg "ene litctle, Ewo little, threese lictle, " you know the gay Indian
thing. ©Often they would call me Littlie Chief, Decause thers was ancther Indian

that was bigger than 1 was and they would wall nim Big Chicf. S0 arnyway, they
wore darncing around and sicging that song "One livtrole, tws Little, three Iictle
Indians" and when they gob bto "cen iittle Trdian bhovs," the emphasis was on the
words "little" and "boys."' The reascorn feing was because of my male 7} as a
foster child that Zelayed wmy puberty unt:l T was 23 years old, I didn't develop
gexually until after T got cut of the military. I osay 23 becauss 1t was 1972
And thnat's how old 1 was ab that time, So [ said, BRob something's going on.

Euc ther T remember that was tgld chat T cowldrn't go akead and cook so the guy
wno used to be a cook there, was a mess hall truck driver, he wanted to go ahs=ad
and coock s0 anyway, he became the cook and [ oecame the truck driver again. 5S¢
I remembher T kad to go get wakter for the showsrs and when T owent There was some
kind of gguipment there where Che water Lower was and T was afraid tharn ik was
going to come crashing down on me. And this was the merning of that wari juana
relation to soFething o that mads me fearful. Bab T realized bthat there was no
problem there and [ was going to be driving a truck and it was really slippery
and sowmebow T was able to go agkead and drvive the Lruck wich Ehe traiier full of

water £n this slippery ni:l with no problem which other mer would net oeen able
Lo g ahead and do it Bnd I 4i2 thig while T was under the effects of bthis
chemical.  Oh, and just pefore [ Llefi, another thing [T oremexrbey Yoo is that when

I was that when T was a cook or a hardyman, the stove, they were filled up with
gas, majeor gasoline and then they had to put air inte 1t to make it pressurized
and then iv would come out and then it would burn.  This new man he was in Cur
company for mavbe a weck or so ard had the largest flaccid ponis and he came up
tnere ard filled the stove with air ard he was comgpletely naked. And it was
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cold and T said, "arvern't you cold?"  And ne said, "do wou want this thing filled
up and all Lhat." And [ said I': helng harassed,

8E: So vyou think cther pecple ard Delta Company knew yau were gay, or they'd
heatrd from this one or two 1ncidents?

JC: [ don't cnink they knew, I doen't thick anvone told them, but that Liey were
teld Lo do things and Lhey did tkhem without guestion.

BE: You wmean told to harass yau?
JC: Yeah, yeah,
SE: lho tald them Lhatl?

JC: T thiak it was =specializst Scringer, ot Private Pirst Class Stringer, the
guy +hat [ had accused of Leing a CID agent. Because I went looking Zor iaim
Eecause T was going to fuck hym about smokirg the pot and just doing a lob of
air. Ard he said he had encugh. And I said well why waste it, if wyou did have
enough let other people smoxe it instead of blowicg it oul In Lhas alr. The guy
laid on nis back and he's. . ..

SE: TRight.

JC:  Yeah. aAnd T remcmber whern I owent to 9o ahead and talk wick kRym, T was told
thkar he was over in bhis own teornt, ang T went ingo the other cent. Here's the
quy, apparertly he must have beer masturbatirg because ne nad a big srection on
and then the company translator, was this boy abocut nine or ten years old, said,
o, CasLrg wants T2 go Lo the 80 and 50, Lo the ship, meaning, of course T rever
krew it was geoing eon, boeb certaln people, somecne was naving sex in che

pathroom, you know the oubtnouse (7). In fact [ didn't know that anyone was
gay excent for me and usually if T met witk a guy thar I had sex with must have
Eeen gay. And I didn't know. I don't kroew §if | am supposed £o be talking ko

You ov nob.

SE: We were just, we've not really doing a chronology right now, 1T think we've
just talxing about zome of the scrobhlems chat arvose when you were in Celta
Company .

J: 0 Qh, 0¥, Yeah. Bg oanyway, [ wag of f duty and T wenb Lo my, L owas night
Time and 1 went to omy bhooch and U owent ahead and laid dowrn.  No, no, it owas in
cne atternocon, late afterncon, ard I went to my hoock.  Ard the cclonel, the
battalion commander, Lt. Colonel Swelgert, was howvering irn his helicoprter with a
45 raliper plistel pointing at me and

BE: For real or ig this

JC: Wo, whig is for real. [t wasn't g nallucinaticn.  The hallucinations
werza't wisual they were all audio.  argd well I nad somc. S0 [ owent ahead and
slept and I did hear a woice saying farmer you'rve dead. I heard it s loud i
was as 1f the wvoice threw me ern the bed, See what happened was that he was
going to shoot me right nere. 1 was moving out of the way, [ was jusi bhe
Erairs. [ think 1 kled partway through the night and 1 remember being cold from
the icss of bliood and meing in the darvk and hearing a dog bark. I teld someone
about tkat I heard a dog bark last nignt and cthey tald me, to havass me, Laal
all peopie who hear dogs bark at nighl uswally die.  Bo anyway, I felt like I
Fad Eo go b zhe Rathroom soo [ ostartod walking to where Lhe can wag. [t had
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walls so there was some privacy., But somebody came walking out of there.,  And
ke looked right here, this area. you know, ane I said, I asked him, «hat's Lhe
colane: flviag in his helliecopter all night for.  &od ke sald, 1 don't see thoe
coclanel. T walked to the First man [ was goieng toward the mess bhall ard
soemebody will stick up the mess hall.  And they were making a face, like that,
You Rhew, really disgusted loek, you know what I mean.,  &nd I thought, he's
doing that just because | had £his ouher masn's penis 1o my mouth.  But then I
think thkat must have oeen necause of the Blocd. 1 went and talked to the firsc
sergeant, I said there's something wrong with me. There's something wrong with
my mind, I need to talk to the psychiatrist., He said, well you're going Lo have
Lo go ta sick, g on sick call in Lthe morolog. I cocldn't walt s [ woent ahead
and seen our checked, checked off hase ard [ went to Chu Lail Headguarters to go
to thke training camg kEecauzme there 15 a Sergeant Cole, a Sergeant ES Cole

wha, .

[End of tape side %]
[Tape zide 2, John Castrol
SE: Jiang on two seconds.  OK, go abead.

J: Bo [ owenk Lo ses Sergeant Cole who was I understand at the Chu Lai training
area when I first came in thke country chat he was teaching these classes to the

new yoorvulls coming into the country. He was out in the field so somsone told
me Ciat he was out in the field. So I wen:t out in the field and [ saw him with
a (7} pointed right at me. Like he was golng to shoat me, but be dide'c.
And be s=aid, come -n, let's talk., 2rnd we walked inte this hooch and he cold to
sit down. aAnd he sat down and he savs, I knew when I saw the blood on your
shirg this morning that you'd come and see me.  And as sacn as he saild that

haXlucinaced, this 13 ore of the fow visuazl ha.luciratichns { had but there was
Blood all aver his shirs., BArd I thought thig i veally strange. So I tocld him
that the Fivsy Bergeant at Delta Company, 26th Erngineer Battalion, tocld me bthat
! was naving 4 peorsenal proglem and I oshowld see the chaplain. 5o Bergeant Cole
went ahead and tack me Lo Che, £o see a chaplaln,  He ashkhed mo if 1 owas hungry.
I remember that, somehow we got ‘ntg tie aesz hall.  &nd ke told me fhat | had
beern depriving myself of focd., Buc T don't remember eating anything, But I 2o
remember sesing all the troops sitting down eating and looking ab me. You koow.
Sz anyway, he galled mv oompany commancer, bthe gxecutive officer came In a jeep
ta pick me up and sent me hack to the campany. 1 think the chaplaia that T saw
was a ccolonel, so he had zome weight to pull. So whern I got kack To the company
area, [ osaid that 1 wanted the mess sergeant bo stay in to watch me at night
hecause T dida't trust people.  When I agobl back Into my hooch 1 looked ac my bed
and my pancha lincr was changed. I had a camouflaged one and what was on Lhers
now was ‘ust on £ld drvab one.  Zn that was cleancd cp and the mess =crgeant, he
was crylng, I mean really heavily. And, wou know, what's wrong with kRim. I
told him, [ said, I want you to watch me because I don't want anycone to kill me
cocnighkt.

SE: Do owou wanb to get somes water?

JC: I digo't feel free zafe and

[Interruption in tape]

JC: 50 he staved there for awhile and I guess by the time I got some sleen and

: got up che next dav bEo go oub bto sick call. 2&nd the sick call truck was
tarking me in, | think there was one ather guy. And the sick call which was over
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at battalicn headguarters, and I was toc go ahead and see the hatualion surgecn.
When I gobt there, there was a gurney and Lhe batvtalion surgecn told wme to hop up
on bho gurney. I reaily dido't Lrust Lthis guy. 1 didn't know why ke wanted me
to get up there. Fere [ had just heer Feeling sate ang I said well 1'm not
getkbing wp Ekere. And ke went to his office and I guess ne told we to Iollow
Mim and 1 focllowed nim into his cffice. And I told 2lwm, [ says, the oniy thiang
that you want Traom me is a list of pames of pecple who smoke pot in the company
and I said T'm not going Lo give it teo you. Ard T walked cut of his cfiice, He
Was very ¥ain ne was probably just Zuming, you kxnow., Inktense anger, like Le
wanted ko stab me in the back or something. This was really nol going the way
—hat They had plasaned. 5o anvwavs, 1 gob over To the hospinal that was in
_{%: divisicn headquarters, that was where aone of the generals were. And I
remember sesing a red oross on oa tent and said well that's the field hospital,
I'm going in there. I felt extrerely oold, but I couldn't feel why iT was cold
when it was 12C degrees oub. But I remember that 1 was up in Che air and T was

looking down at the Lent. [ was afraid. 1 didn't warnt anybody to see me. 5o I
went akead and T kid behind sowe garkage cans, this is an guat of body
exparience. icrying] My body was down there in the hospital dying. And then

Ehe woices that I heard, somecne told me, it was a wofmak, 57e's saying, about
Lhe pou, sne said that's OK because Lhey go aliead and have gecret comparoments.
The Ford Mobor Compaty bas secreb compartments, they kave a Factary there that
has secret comparkbments where they ship this marijuana back bto bEhe United States
anrd they says it’'s right down there on 101, &and I said, really?  And vhne next
thing you know I was on highway 102 lagking at this Ford Motor Cowmpany.  You
know, a factory there., 1 sald, wow, you Know. And 1 think this is a guardian,
a guardian angel who's giviag me bhis informaticon. Then fipal!y, I came bo I
was back in my body. And I asked the nurse how long was [ laving arcund and she
sald well I was unconscious for two days., I thought, God, T can't be laying
around like this, I gol dubies to do.  Aand 1 rewember sitting in a whkee! crhaivr
looking At the wator bhat was laying on bhe Sguth Chi=na Sea. PRnd T was watchiag
tne water and the sun was refleccing off of cthat for awhile. I was sitting
Tnalt, 1 was heavily sedated for a very long time. And I remember that from that
field hospival [ wenl 1o another one. 1 was lransferred Lo Khna Trang, South
Vietnar, to another hospital there. 1 remember that while 1 was rchere that this
black man had kis eves glazed over like rmy friend's were. And he was wvery
combative, He was fighting. And they said he was on LSD. I don't think that
he was on LEC. I think that he was on this stuffi that they pubt in the
marijuana. I think this marijuana was Lthe {7}, because | saw the offocots
thar it had oa my other friends. Bub we never, T would never, hegauvse T
remeroer Kalking Lo, seeing the doctor whken I fivsk got to this new hospital and
he told me not ts locok down so I didn't leck down.  And then [ remember, I
rememiper Lhnere was the black wan thers and wnen anaolner thing, | wag Laking a
shower and they Lold @8 2oL Lo et wy chest wel . and g0 1 remember 1 wasked my
hair back !i1kKe this so T waouldn't get ry chest wet. 2And then T was uncconscious
and scomehow I remember that I was on this airfield and they were coming in in an
airplane that I was on a stretcher. and - was returned Lo the United Blates and
I was going Lo the valley Forge General Hospiba® ia Phoenixville, Peragylwania.
A real haospital. Wkern | gol Lhere, =y doctor, Captain Lemur (gp?) was a Swiss
doctor, gave me some medication and I guess the effects of bthat drug was wearing
off, and alsc the cther drugs that they gave me that were wmakling me unconscious,
I seemed to be doling pretiy good, out for some reagson 1 had, 1 was Chere for
occupational therapy and T forgor sowething and T went back ©o oy bunk area ko
get it and when I went by the deoctor's affice his door was cpen abouk that mach
artdd 1 heard nim on Che telepnone saving that, wes [ have btws C1D men on 1ne
ward. So T said, ©h, he's got two CIC men in the ward, 1've got La Lell the
peonle I think are pot heads that they sheouldn't smoke pot because fb's laced
with something., And Lhe CID is pulbling it in there and that they would he very
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sorry 1%t they toox this marijuana,. Therve was thais ons guy that hefriended me.
He gave me a pilece of LD, and ! didn't want o take it, sa.d T'm not goling to
taxe that. "Qh, come on wou'll have a lot of fun.” And he's going ahead and
looking ab himselE It the =irror. His face is crhanging an
d all that. "Tt's a lot of fun. OCo ahead and rtake it."

SE: This was it tue hospital?
JC:  Yeak. This was....

EE: !n Pennsylwvania?

JO: Yeah .

SE: K.

JC: I srtarted questioning bim ard Fow was he supposed to get thls pea s51zed
ciece aof clay, you know, looked l:ke yellow clay balled up, kow did wvou get
Erat. Anrd he says he got it from Letterman. I salid wesll he was in Lefterman
but crashed and d:dn"t see that. It's a great big thing there. So 1 didn'<
povieve him and so L sard he must be the 07D guy.  If you want to Qo abead and
cass [his bad experience T'm hawving off on LSD, whick in the military records
gstaktes that I took L5D in Vietrnam, whkick isn't true. I didn't take LED until
that guy gave it toc me on a psyche ward., Military, at valley Forge. aAnd thken
the other guy, he would be walking around in whe, and the other guv, he had a
hairy ckegt and he always had his ghirvt off wken he was shootbing pool and he
would go ahead and cuss tke doctor out, saying ke was man and he had to have a
womarn, that ke'd better get kis pass and all this other stuff. It was al. Ear
my bepefit, that I was supposed Lo be, if [ waz a real man @ would be doing
this, you know, The thing of it was that my Cunristian uskringing, T didn't want
te kave a family the way my famiiy was. 7 wanted to do Lhings right, so I sazd
well uptil I got married until I had zex. &And T was really make sure that [ got
a good job so that 7 could raise my family and they would bes with me. And chey
wonlidn 't hawve Lo pe raised 1n foster hames. 5o anyway, [ figured at loast tws
guys were ©70 agenbs and one wime 1| was walking arcund and [ osaw this one sign
Ekat said CID.  {?} . Te tkis hospital area. Tt wac right next to shower.

1l wenkt pack up past thes shower room afterncons. 5o the guy that was always
horsing around with his sexcal prowsss and the quy that | sort of guestioning as
ta kow he got an 1D, LE8D, was transferred, he was releaged.  After that, T mean,
he gawe me the LSE and T took it and b woyre off and 7 started cuestioning the

hospital, (7] then all of a sudder he's gone. And tkat was that. 5o 1
weillh back Lo duty after, I went on leave, 2o then I went back to duty at Fort
Riley, Kansas. There was nobk much to do, Lo was rcally boring. All we had o

dao was pazsicaliy go ahead and wask bhe wrucks ail the trme. And tnen after
ceing there for about a yvear 1 gob anctkher 20 day eave and thern I went to
{7y, dGermany. Wken I was in Germany, oh, I got in touch with some of Lhe,
Lo get me some hask, And ! understand that hash is supposed 2o be stronger than
marijuana or ic's wade from marifvana or something. S0 anyways, ! had some of
that. And ore of the guys wondered how 7 kis it. So I showed him how L hid ix
in my locker so they wouldn't be able to find it. And this one month. ... 0Oh,
cne thing ! forgot bEo tell vau, overy time ! ogobl orders to o go somewhers, bhecauss
I had surch a nigh CT scove, bhat the battalior commander alwavs transferred me
t< the headguarkers, the headouarters company. T was never allowed to go
throeugh company duty. My ocrders were cub Zrom to send me, when ! gok thero
Tnhnoy sald, "ok, no, vou're coming to headguarters." %o anywav¥s, that's jusg
something that T romember. 50 anyways, whis one guy that was in 2 Company, not
h=adgquarters company, he had this letter that was sork of sexually graphic and
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all this other gtuff. &And 1| said, oh, vou'rc CLD.  And T had another nervous
preardown like over in Vietnam,

EE: This iz in Germany, though?

J&: Yes, thig is ian Germany. And what Lt was 15 thab, 1 remomker chab we were
at work and we were supposed o go ahead and turn our combinations in and give
our kKey to ouy lockers 1n gase somelinlng happened.  And all the guys weres upset,
"what's going to happen to us over here in Qevmany?®'  They thins of Vietnam,
thev had more experience, this is nothing. So we turned our combinaticns in and
aur spare keys to them. And that's how bthey went ahead ang put ocne of those
darx things 1o with my hash., 5S¢ that [ would think 1t was & picoec of hagh and
I'd smoke it when L had a nervous preakdown.  ['d hecome psychobic. [ odoan't
know what's happening then. Por gome reascn 1 owen:s Lo church on the post.
Because in Wietnam I had to Qo see the chaplain so T zaid maybe I should -ust go
ger the chaplain, 5o, cut ts the chase, su I went there and then bthls priest
came in. He had black clothes on and he had a thirg and he wasn't in military
anifarm, he was a civilian guy. He said is Lhere someplace where we can go an
Laik, #And [ says yeah, to the Inn. So we walked over there, me ang him were
drinking heer. He told me, he says, ognce a year, the sergeant in charge of the
motor pool, because [ was working in the motor pocl now. On the PLL olers,

which is a, T forget what it is. QLeoad list or something. Which s I3} faor
the battalion. &nd T would drive a truck in Lo Shifenberg fep?) and pick up
supplies and bring them back on different occasjons. Fe told me to go te the,

this chaplain that I saw, tcld me to go £s the sergeant in charge of the mztor
pool and tell him o Lake me to Trankfoib to bthe heospital.  And so 1 went ahead

and did that. T did chat the next day when 1 saw the gsergeant buz in che
meant ime, somecne was asking me, scmehow they asked me what rank was the, what
rans< was the ghaplain that I saw. I said there wasn't any rank 1t was a

civilian guy. &Ard [ said he came with me ilnio the Inn.  They sald wo dida't sce
anybody, you weve hy vourself. S Lhis was anether guy who was helping therve.
o [ went bto Frankfort, Germany for awhile. aAnd I remember arocund Christmas
Lime. And it seemed like I was in the hospical there for three months but this
time they wanted Lo give me electric shocks there at Valley Forge., So [ went
ghead and agreed o go ahead to tase thew as the dockor of the ward was Captalin
Howman, no Major Bowman. 1 Lhiok he's a major now., He sald that 1F 1 had chisg
L. %y, he figured o seolwe this electrical energy that survounded the human
body was something like eleccricity and perhaps by passing a small amcunt of
clectricicy thraugh my brain a change could be nrought aboubt. 5o it sounded CK
o me sa | oagreed To go ahead and Lake the electric shacks.  aAnd afrer threc of
them, I decided I'm no different than T was oefcocre, it was a waste of time. T
Lele the doctar, Major Bowman, that I wanted to se2e him the colonel that was in
charge of eleciric shacks, he was supposed bto be a speclalist in CGermany bo ga
ahead and give me this eleclric shook breatmens. S50 he came down and [ told Lim
the electris shocks wouldn'l wWork and [ wanted Lo go home,  And he gol mad.,  He
cussed cut the major, Major Bowman, and | Folt gorrvy for him. The ward Jdoosor
pecasse I got him in trocubkle with the big guy upstairz. So he zaid, well if vou
agrec 1o 9o ahead and take the remaining seven, tare all ken electric shocks he
would perzonally sec to it thar 1 gob discharged. 3So 1 said CK. 5o 1 went
ahead and digé +hat. That was a bizarrve trig. T did geb the elestric zhock
Morday, wWednesday and rriday until I gob ten, the areount of electric shocas that
I was supposed to oget.  This one Cime they didn't give me a muscle relaxer and
teld them, dne of the technigians, [ didn't geb my mig¢le relaxer, which {z a
bypodermic about bthat big around and that losng full of this sort of yellowish
stuff. And that pig needle went inside the wvein that hurt somewhat., This is
alsc some pills, | had the saze pills that I had before. Hawewver, samelhiog
came up and all the staff, mostly guys that were begin pregpared Lo get their
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electric shocks, 5% Bee that T didn't have my musciec relaxer and T could wove
arcund. I ran into the doocr to see what was there because there was an anteroom
i from of the ward and a bpack stairwell and we had to get our shobs and
cveryibing and go downstalrs, walk through the ward and come up 1he back stairs
and ¢ouldn't see who was io the ward so I wamied Lo see who was in there.  and
there were ten of these wall partitiong, so that there was surgery in each cne
to mage them look like (71 . I wonder what they So with all this. So after
naving the electriv shovs anyways, and after I found osut about Lhis room up
there, T asked one of the teckhnicians, hig name was Wiltiamson, and he was a
specialist 4. T said what are thoge rooms Zor, what do they do in bthere after
Lhe eleciric shoock treabments? He gaid we just kbalk., I said., what 4o you tals
apout?  After Lhal, he stayed away Irow me like | had Lhe plagus, Bofore thaz,
ke wag aiways around [ could ask nim things

and stefl like thac. Zut cthere was zsome gecret going on thas he 2ido't want me
to xnow about . Bowever, my records that T reguested from the military was sent
by _ i71_. A=z socn as I receiwved that, this Maor Rebough, {sp?; who claimed
ta be the doctor (¥} Bome Korean guy. 5o that after the electric shocks
that T zeemed ta be doing OF bBul shortly afier the electric shooks T reverted
back to homosexiality. My behavior was ftotal'!y inappropriate on the ward.  And
not only that but one of the technicians who works with £che nurses on the ward,
She kad been known Lhat I woman was her nusband (7). Bo tnat I think that
they gave me the electric ghocks teo breal my bomasexaality and nol the drug
thing=z given to me in thke mar:juans.  Ang Lhen after [ gol aut T was 0¥ far nine
y&ears. 1 started working at Ben-Ex Machine Tocl Corporaticn. T starxked in
Warren, Michigan and I was doing quite well and then T lost my job. I guit my
Job for the simple reason thal the guy that I was working with had died.  And
chey gave me samcbody else but 1 couldn't gol alocng wilkh anybody else. 1 felt
like I wasn't iearning ané chey really didn't understand how to kesp me buasy.
Ard 1 just hated thatr s I wracxked. Then T kad mentai problems again, this 1s
back in '7%. £ Irom '71 Lo '79, cight years, [ had ne proclems in mencal
iilness. and thken I had this problem witk mental illness after I gob involwed

with the CZhurel of Scientology. I remembper talking with the ethics officer
something about my, just like ['m Lalxing with voo, about oy expericonse in
Yietnam, but it wasn't as clear to me then as it i3 now.  The Army was using thke
CICRs to go ahead and find howmosexuals and then they were telling the doctor to
do instead chemical, chemieal weapons. ©h, lets see, there's obher paople that
hawe mental problems that aren't homosexual but after the 1T Ihristian
wvirgine. Those wen thabt weren't having sex in the military Iike _ (#*)_ that
were turned in az being homosexual and they are victbimized T believe, were not
an Wy ward, Soc I was OF until 15979 when 7 gor invelved in £he Church of

Ecientology. And [ hired lawyer and I got my 100 percent disability back,

BE: Had you beer dishonorably discharged?

JC: Wo, T was given a medizal discharge which Larned honorable after bwo vears.
SE 0x
JC: I was living at a place, when I was discharged 1 was put on the ilempsrarvy

disability retirement list. Ang then tws tears later I kad to go ko Chicago,
the Creat Lakes Nawval Statien in Chicago. T bkad to go thers for an oXamination.

S 1 went there ang tken I finally was discharged. There was sowme =ing of
SQVRrANCE pay of Sometihling and I was given disabilicy pay but somehow I oouldn':
receive both payments. T had to pav something back or somerthing like Lhat. So
I was completely severed from the military.  And then [ was OK and T met myw
sigrrificant other in Ann Arbor, Mickigan. Ee wanted to mowve ta Califorwnia. T

gaid QK. wWe moved and now T'o out here. I was aboub a wvear later, we came oub
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and about two yoars later [ had prabzlems.  From 79 to 1989, every other yedr
T'd have thege psychotisz breaks. And one time, and they would last about three
montks, [ would be picked up by the police and be beaten and everything., T was
71 in jail and it took Enem a long time bEo figure oukb that IT'wm a mental
case now. HNot a coaman.  Bul I went into somebody's houso cnee and | Lried to
pilay the pianc and T was upset because | couldrn't play the piano 0?1, with
tne hallucinations., EBecause 1t was a Zelusicnal thirng that T had, So chab was
=y gosd eleven years, T was having these prokbklems.  Scomehow, T sent word to the
wal conber Lo East LA ang T omet a guy who lived, whio was & veteran and was
belping (7] . mayke 1 showld try lithium, But I was scared Lo go abwead and
take that because T had heard socme bad stuif about it.  Some people that took it
Enat didn’t need b, Sc [ got the prescripticn ang it changed my diagnosis [rom
paranclid schizgphrenis to srhizeid-effective disorder and they gave me the
Lickium but | didn't take it for about six months. 1| was Brared to bake it and
T was in sewvere depregsion. T Lkhink bkhe greatest thing that [ oculd So was iike
washing dishes daily, that was 3t. 5S¢ finally,.... In the meantime I had
brought La, bBefare Che depressicn, T can't, T don't know when, but someslow | Was
warklng at thne vor cenker as & patlent foing socoupational therapy in a garden
and T had difficulty and they found cut thal [ was using corcaine becaunse [ was
missing work. They wanted to koow whab was going on.  1'd keard nbher scories,
but I don't know the truthk. And T told them, yeah, because J'we been using cokse
they put me in a 249 dav program. And T went abead and Sid that. So Lhen |

r

cbLopped goling Lo the Brenlwood VA and started goind to Zast LA, aAnd Lkan [ owas

on going bta the downtown Hill Street for awhile Eoo. [ owas seeing Dr. Slark
Walderama (sp?) abt Hill Street. He was my major provider =f help, mental
nealtl:.  After awhile T was beceming psychotic again. What was happening was, 1

WENT Eo Khe downtown Hill Street clinie and I said I need help, sometbing's
wrong with me. They said we can't find vour records, as far as we know you're
nst ewven a patlent here. They refused to help.  Bul twe weeke later T was
ralled in ko the Hill Street clinic fer a comp-ten svaluaticn and they had a
wiaole stack of my records.  And my disak:ilicy was reduced from 100 percent to 79
percent. 1 thought, well, Lkey can go ahead and evaluate me when 1'm notl. hawving
proolems;: when T'm hawing problems Lhey won't have anvthing to da with me. T
diga't trust the Va4, Jeeing that T was alse receiving 557 payments and had a
notel . 1 stopped going to VYA for treacment and I went to doctors with
_iry . And ) did that for years and T diga't hawve aoy problems during that
time. In fact didn't hawve any proklems ab all since 19689, That's when [ say we
lived in __i?) . 1 had problems, mental preblems. T fthink chey stcarted about
1937, Zo for almost ten years, eight years, I no prchlems and T wasn't getting
treatzent from the va, I remgmber cne time when T was, we were in Esllywosd or
Los &ngeles that T was glven oxtra medication and | was given a saor of colixin
every tws weeks, And if I had gymptoms T was supposed fo take Lhese pills. T
was having psychosis and T fosk Lhe pillis angd it made it worse. S T tkhink that
sgme of Che medigaticn that was given to me by the YA, it was changed. Scme of
Clrat stuff thar was in the marijuana was pak in my medicine. You know paranoid
schizophrenia.  And thean [odido't have any problems wnbll, what did [ osay, 19%8.
And that's when [ went ahead and filed a rciaim for post traumacic stress
disarder. Simply made it a personal assaulc,  And all of a sudden all these CIA
or DTA defonse intelligence agency and central iontzlligence agency started
sending pegple to 9o ahead and vhis stuff that was put in my marijuana is now Lo
aercscl.  Ang they go akead and spray 1t on pecple.  And it causes paranoid
schiznphrenlia. I was going ¢ be In a nursing home, [ was a certified nursing
aszistant. T never kiaew Lhat they had a physical Uheraplist at this nursing
home, T was working through an  agency and T owould go Lo differcnt nursing
homes and would 2ot

ke registry and sc this guy, wo both had, and I said, oh, so0 you were in
Vietnam, I was in Vietnam toc, You kvow, bla, bla, kBla. and [ sald, yocah, ob
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tne Ho Chi ¥Min Trail ard I wenkt atead and watched our, just went ahead bomb: our
artillery. nngd hi said, well tkat didon't happen. I was thore, Aand Eken he

went akead and left.  He did something Shat made me fecl unoomiortable. Socme
moves or napgensd to spy off or sowething. O thke way inte diecner was
different, made m fesl uncomfcrtable. &rnd then he lef:. And then the pakbient

that 1 was with all of a sudden spayed something at we and [ sald, the guy had
BM we ware ¢leating Jup, and rthings 1ike vLhat. He said it was probably just air
freshenser, ard I said no, ke just asprayed sowmerning of mire., S that's when I
becams aware of the parancold sowething. Because I becams paranocld Sfrom this
last event, And I went kome and had a nearvous breakdown, I'm goling Lo have Lo
Igave .  And what %ad happensd horrifled, two segonds aga, if I was taxing

_ {7y, tkar I'd be OK. 50 [ went ahead and did that and T stayed there and
did tkat, I stayed there and did deo my job for that day. Buatbt, at that =ime I
wasn't aware, 1 didn't belisve the guy that thev had this spray that causes
pararaid sgnisocphrenia. Untlil later. Because I dido't have any real ssychasis
until I gzt in of the YA kospital in Menlo Park. T uged to live it Palo Albo.
This guy there went cussing cur howeosexuvals ard deoing it in & loud manner. And
whnen I'we gone past him, shortly after I'wve past him, I became parancid again.
And thls happened, yYou snow, at leasL a dozen Limes. Mavhe more,  And I said,
aa _ {?}  happer. 5Swuf? thar just sorayed. The patlient was right. 1 just
47y . 8till, anyways. [ wasg hospitalized <for psyckosis arnd, at Falo Alto
YA, and I was on the Icrg ward for a two day hold and thern & two weesk hold then
I was transferrsed to Merlo Park. After that I lived in, Iived ofif, you know.
away from the haspital in houses thab 1 rented, rgoms Lhalt [ rented. And thea T
ended up ower at Mrs, Miller's bouse and somebthitg happeped there thab, prebakly
in September or October of 1%.. .., no 200D, The end of 139% was whan I was at
Pa.o Alto, 5o a year later it was just hefore my comp-ten evaluation, I starbted
bhawing this psychosis., And in the middle of the night I would waxe up, I would
g one side to the door To the bathroow and 2 weald come bacx and then all of a
sudden terrcr. ©&h, Tod, T got to get to the BER. That's what ('d do when I was
psychobtic, I would go to the ER. And then a couple of times after goirng bto the
batbroom, and conming cut of the bathroom I noticed cubkside Lhe door thab Zed Lo
tke main pacrt af the house was closing. It had one of those spring things that
if vou ocpan ap the dosr 50 that L daest't slam shul.  But the door was olosing.
S0 the zsecohnd time I 5aw that [ ran aver apd 7 saw somecne's sweabk and [ =aid,
ok, now they're coming back cver here and they're spraying that stuff in there,
Eo wact L came gut of the baLhrocom I panicxed and became parancid and things
Tike that., And so eventua.ly I ended up being in a locked ward, you kKoow, as
Falo Alte wA. And then whan I gomp ren evaluation came up in Mavch, because I
Nad been hospitalized agairn, they said tkart I was parvarcid schizophrenic whern
this happened and Lhat it was permanent. 5o that 1'm permanently the same and I
don't thirk ('m really., ... Qh, yeah, 1'm a parateid schizophrenic bur it's beern
caused by chemical warZare. That's their little secret.

SE: Well, let wme say, I'm nob really suare how Lo ask the concluding guestion.
But I guess if wou bhad B suin up your legacy of your military service, whal
wou.d your, how would you do that?  [f you'd Just sum 1L up in a Zairly short
WAy,

JC: Ok, SH. Well, T like Ehe military. In Tact, T wanted to bocome an officer
as I did., I was offered to go to West Foint I chought of golng to OC8, whicn is
Officers CTadert Training school or scmething,  &nd then this apparent poychosis
came Jup and then [ wasn't able to do thal, So I'm neot very happy aboub the
psychosis, [ wish 1% wouldn't have happened but there is nothing [ can da ta
change that. Wwhat hapgened, happened. pAnd 1 don't think chat ["ve, that 1 was
being in the military did not effect my abkility to deo my duty. It was the way
that ! was Created for being a2 gay man afifected my abilicy Lo do my duty., I
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have s feeling that people would cause me to be unable te do my duty snould be
charged with treascn against the United States as an enemy o -he consblitution.

That's what 1 foel,
SE: Thark wou.
[BEnd of tape aide 2]

[End of recording]





