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Oral History of Thomas M. Edwards
Q- This1s Tape | of an interview with Thomas M. Edwards conducted by Roland

Schembari for the Oral History Projcct of the Gay-Lesbian Historical Secicty of Northern
California. 't going 1o start 3t the very heginning and ask you to tell me when vou were
boen.

A 28 Oclober 1931,

o And where you born'

A Oukland, Califormia.

03 Can you describe the arca that you grew up in.

A In Qakland, T grew up in what is called the Rockndge Dhistrict above Lake
Temescal. We moved from there on December 7, 1941, and moved to Tuclomne County,
Califonua, when 1 was ten years old and | claim Twainheart in Sonora as my honie towrn,

) We just had a walkihrough. Would you like to deseribe the arca in Tuolomne
County 1n more detatl.

Al 1’s mid-level high Sierra Nevada, and it was a little town of 200 people. 1t was
very rural, One schoal, two rooms, When | graduated from Twainheart Elemcntary
School in 1945, | was matrculated into Sonora Union High School, wlhich at that time
iad a population of 2,000, and Sonera 1s a typical motherlode gold mining town,

(h What was the makeup of the population there?

A WASPish. That’s probably about the best word | can desenibe. Tuolomne County
15 even today very WASFEish, but Twainheart of 200 people were just  hasically they
were mill mining and geld nuning workers, and in Tuolomne County, in Sonora of
Tuolomne County which is the county scat, was much the same thing. Basically
WASPish.

4k How large was your family?

A [ had a mother and father and I had one sibling, a brother.

Q- What did your parents do?”

A by mrother and fither  cvervthing 'm discussing now is aller our move o

Tualmnne County, My maother and Gather operated a reta] fumiture store 10 Sonora.
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ok And what was your ethnic background?
A My mother is Scotch Mormeon. My father was Irish Catholie,
Q: | was going to ask your religious background next, but you gave me that, didn’t
vou'!
A Mot quile. I'm an atheist. 1 left the Roman Catholic Church i 1959,
Q- We'll talk about that more later, [ think. What was your lamily’s attitude toward
sexual matters?
A It was never discussed in the house,
Q: When did you realize you were different?
A Before we moved 1o Tuolomne County, at the ape of five, L had my first

homosexual encounter wilh two twin boys that lived near where we lived, and from that
point on [ always realized | was different,

E What was vour reaction’?
A I don’™t remember. 1 don’t rememboer,
Q. This is kind of going over the same ground. Where were you? You said 11 was

Oakland before you moved to Twolomne, your first expenence. Aoud when did you act on
this? Would that have been first ume?

Al That would have been the first time.
o How long did it take you to come to terms with this realization?
Al [ would say info my late teens. T graduated from Sonora High in 1949 and |

cntered the University of Santa Clarain 1951, | came out in 1952, So some time
between "49 and "51, Fwas beeoming comiortable with my own homosexualiy. although
I was acting on my homosexuality in all of my preteen years,

ok Did you try to change?

Al No.

Q) When did you realize you weren't the only onc.

A I high school in Sonora. | grew up with, there were o couple of gay kids in

Twamhbeart and there were 2 couple of gay kids 1n Sonora High, We all mteracied
together, so unlike a lot of people, I never really thought that § was the only one.

[}
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O Whem did you teli?

A Well, the kids that T was talking about, and as far as telling anybody in my funmuly,
when | was, [ would say, 15 or 16, and [ teld my aunt and uncie, whe also lived in
Twainheart, and my gramimar school teacher,

Q- How do you identily yourself? What term do you use?
A In what regard?

3 I guess in repard to your sexual identity?

A Exclusively homosexual since pretecns.

Q Do you ever use the term1 ‘gay’ or "queer,” or any of the other?
A I use all of them. I'm not prejudiced in that regard.
Q:

You've already talked a little bit about this, but the next question 15, did you
discuss gay-lesbian things with lamily, friends, who, and you've mentioned --

A, { had an aunt and uncle who were very, very close to me. They were purt of the
200 population of Twainheart. | discussed it with them very thoroughly that | knew [ was
homosexual and asked them whether [ thought [ should tell my parents, They both
thought 1t would be 1ll-advised al that Lime. | didn’t come out to my parents uatil § was
21.

) Ware you out at work?

Al I have been out since the age of 21 jnany job I had. In the Unued States Army,
whetre 1 was dralied alter { camc out, 1t’s hard 10 lor me to mmagine that [ was ever
anvthing except oul.

Q- OK. Did anti-gay jargon hurl yvou?

A Yes, it did. My hesitancy on that is that as { matured, it burt me less, to the pont
where now I consider the source. But as | was growing up, especially from certain
people, | was raped as a teenager, and anti-gay jargon, or anti-queer jargon in those days,
it really hurt me.

o The next question that lollows is, did you expericnce harm, abuse or sexual
harassmicnt because you wers pay, and you mentionad this rape. Were there any other

incidents?

Al The rape, of course, was the most violent, "That happened when T would have io
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cstimate | was 15 vears old. I may have been 16, It was the sumnmer. Did | suffer any
other violence? Yes, [ was beaten up a couple of Limes by whal we. in those days, used to
call “gueer-bashers.”

. [3id vou have brushes with the law?

A Never. | had an uncle who was captain of the Tuolomne County Highway Patrol,
California Highway Patrol, whoe was also o conltdante of mine. And [ have never had
any brushes with the law regarding homosexuality or anything clsc.

(O3 Now you said that vou came oul when you were 21, That™s gquite phenomenal,
especially at the time. Could you talk about that a little bit?

A Well, L don't know that there’s really much to say. On my 217 birthday, | was
still a student at the Liniversity of Santa Clarg, and | think this goes 4 lot to my
upbringing. [ have always tricd to be as honest as [ can about anything, and | knew
couldn’t live a lic and all | was really doing was suspicions confimrmed on the part of
anyhody clse.

I knew that  couldn’t - the word “closcted™ wasn’t in existence in those days but |
knew that I simply could nod live a lie. | wasn't happy with mysellf. | was absoluicly
miserable seooting hack and forlh between gay bars, the White Horse Inn up on
Telegraph Avenue in Berkeley, and Oukland rather, and hiding things. | just simply had
to come out. | just simply told my (riends at the university, and on my 21 birthday |
went home and old my purents.

) What was their reaclion?

A Their reaction then, as 10 was fronm all the tme subsequent, was ambivalent. |
could never gauge whether they were really accepting me or just suyving they acceptodd
me. There were no recriminations. However, let me give you an .. cxample. My late
lover commitied suicide i1 August of 1975 My miother camce down to be with me. And |
had thought that she bad accepled my late lover, Just as [ know she accepted my present
lover. After she helped me dispoese of Mr. Foster's personal effeets, she went back w our
home town and sa1d to our family physician and a couple of business associatles, “Now
that David is dead T know Tommy 15 going 1o find the right il and 2o steaight,”

Q) |Laughs]

A Yes, it is funny, But that remark in 1975, 23 vears alter | came oud, evidences
what was really my mother’s attitude, | never kinew from one day to the next, and misther
was dominant in our family and, although | do suspect my father was gay, [ had strong
suspicions of that all my life becuuse he was even more aceepting of me than mom was,
but T belicve that what Ive just told you there really shows vou whal their reaction was.
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J What ubout mn your work situalions, and you said you entered armed forces. How
did your being out affect your jobs and your relationships in the armed Torces?

Al Mot one bit.
Q: You were very fortunate.

A Yes, and '] tell you another reason | think [ was vory fortunate. This was in the
so-called MeCarthy cra. You know of my political writings. | am a great supporter of
the late senator’s. And Fean el you that [ {elt no harassmenl, T felt no problems
whalsoever, and in my nbitary company 1 the headguarers unil, there werc half a doren
ol us that were out. And this suppased to be when McCarthy was supposcdly reuting out
all these nasty quecrs. [ found none of that whatsocver. So [ will reiterate that in any job
situation that I've ever had, 1n the military or al any other time, the only problems [ have
ever had have been in my own home town.

3 We're poing 1o change the subject bricfly, Have you cver been in love!

A Homosexual or heterosexual?

Q: It Just says “heing inlove,” so you can say ...

Al I'm deeply in love with my present lover whont you have met. We've boen

together for 20 years, I'had a lover who commtied sutcide. [ was in love with him. And
then between that lover and my curment lover, there was another lover which | thoushi |
wias love with, but | think really was an infatouation. It only lasted a fow months.

0 What was your longcst relationstip?

A My current relationship of almost 20 years now,

Q How old were you when you had your first love altuir?

A That was 1n hugh school, so | would have (o say it was some time between the

ages of 10 and 17, He and 1 not only carried on sexually, but we developed o decp
cmotional lecling toward one another.

Q: What were your adult living arrangements? Alone, with Gamily, with lovers .. all
three, or Just ...

Al All three,
Q: Adl three. Were these relationships monogamous or open?

A Fvery retationship that | have had has been monoganious.
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Were there clearly defined sex or social roles?
No.

Where did you meet people?

Bars, social situations, political functions - | guess | ...

you can meet people?

s

£

Al

0
Al
05

A .
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o vou like hving alone?

No.

Were you cver married?

Mo. Youo're walking in the conventional sense.
Y es.

¥es, that's what I thoughi.

What kinds of work did you do?

the whale gamut of where

Well, P'il go backwards. When 1 met my present lover, [ was a humanc ofticer for
the local Humane Socicly where he was o kennel master. Before that, [ managed a pet
store, and then hefore that | was in Turmiture, and | was also 1o the fnance business.
That's about - that's 11,

How did being say alfecl your choice of carcer, or did it?

It never had any influcnce whatsocver.

Did you sepurate your gay lile from your work life at all?

Well, only in the extent that | never worked in a gay environment, so obviously
when | was workimg in a finance company, there was never any conncetion. There was
never any reason to.

You ve alicady said you were oul al work, right?
Always.

D bemg gay help vour carcer at all?

0O
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Al It neither helped not harmed .
Q) Was there famly pressure around your work or carcer”
Al Na..
Q) How much of your soctal hife was gay, how much straight?
A Well, since [ came cut at 21, all of my social life was vither gay or mixed. Before

[ came out, living in the cnvironment that 1 did, it was pretty straight,

() Where was vour main sociat life? For example, private parties, bars, haths, cte.”
A i have never been o the baths and T itnnk provate parties and bars swns it up.

0 How large were your [ricndship groups?

A Ranging from a very few .. .. Actually, 1t depends upon how you deling word

‘friend’. Butif we go the accepted sensc, | will say ranging from very few to quite a
large proup.

Q) Did they contain both men and women?

Al Yoes.

0 How did wou find where 1o go?

& | don’t know that | can answer that, | mean, somebody would say, “Let's o Lo

this har” or somicbody would say “Let’s 2o to this show,” or [ might suggest that we go to
this har or this show. | mwean, it was just what yvou'd find in nonmal intercourse.

s How did you have fun?
A By that’s not an casy question. | den’t know whao thought this question wp.

) Mo one bas stgned this and sad that they're responsible for this guestion, so ]
don’t know,

A [ sitnply had fun being myself and accepting other people as they are.
Q: Deseribe your st ume at an all-gay event.
A I fist of all, | don™t remember when my Biest time at an all-eay event was, m

nat wying to be deiiberately cvasive. 1 supposc it would probably have to be when |
stumibrlcd up i the Wihite Horse Bar, on the Oakland-Berkeley tine, was the Oresi all-gay
cvent [ ever was at, and | had a false 10 1 felt very comfortable bemg around my own.



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

5 I didn™t realize the White Horse was that old.

A Sure 1s.

Q- ICs still] there.

A i know it is.

£ We've alrcady discussed some of this, but they scem to want to go back to it

When was your first sexual experience?

Al When | was five years old.
Q Could you discuss scx with your parcits?
A Mo. Asa matter of fact, it was impossible. [ried. That is why, as [ said earlicr, |

tumed to my aunt and uncle.

Q- Were your Mirst experiences scary?
A ANXious, yos.

Q And did you feel puilty?

A There were times i oy pretecn and carly teen years that | did feel guilly, buat |
never tried to correct mysell.

Q: How did you cruise?

A Actually, | have done very littde eruising imomy life. When erosed, 0 was
generally in the bars,

Q: Were you ever molested winle voung?

A L told vou | had been vaped. 1 was never molested by Lamily, although there was
time there wete overtures made, but only the rape ineident sticks outl in my mind.

Q Mid you have relanons with the opposite sex”

A Yes, this 15 rather comuweal. Twice. Friends of mine ook me to a whorchouse o
try to straighten mc out. [t was a huge joke.

Q) Did you ever go through psychotherapy (o be cured?

A That's an imteresting question. [ had a breabdown when iy the lover [hud
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hefore the lover that commitied suicide. He and | werc broken up by another gentlenman,
and [ tried o jump ouwt of an airplanc. This is not considered good behavior, you
understand. | made threats about comimilting suicide. So my parents had me — | was
over 210 1 was inmy 205, And my parents had me hospitalized. In the state hospital, |
have the paperwork here. Ostensibly, to help me through this depression. But they had
talked to some quack family psychiatnist who said that in that hospital they will cure him.
Well, | was comnutted by a judge, and the judge was a good fiiend of nune. And [ asked
him, § smigd, “Ross, [ don’t want to be curcd of homesexuality,” He said, "Don’t worry
about it, Tom, they won't.” And when [ got 10 Lhe hospilal, the interviewing psychiatrist,
[ broached the same thing with him. He said, “That docior doesn’t know what the hell
he's talking about.™ And this was in 1961, So that's been the only atiempt, so 1o speak,
10 straighten me out,

) ! esbians and gays have scen great changes in status since Stoncwall. How have
they aflccted you'?

A I don’t know that they have really affected me at all. Becavse [ don't look at
Stonewall as a landmark date in my own life, so [ don™ think it's affected me at all.

Q: What do you think of these changes?

Al 1 view thom both positively and negauvely. | think that the gencral public has
hecome much more aware and there's o greater degree of Woleranee, but 1 doa’t hike the
scparatistt that somc of these changes have wrought. For instance, T was the first gay
merchant here on Castro Street back in the "60s, and the idea for those of us then was o
assimilale, and now you sce separalism. You sce separatisin particuiarly hetween
lesbians and gays. So [ think that .. and I don’t approve of the so-called gay agenda,
which definiiely branched off from Stonewall.

Q: How did the beat gencration, the hippies and the civil rights movement affect
you'?

Al P don’t believe at all.

o Waould you want to be young now?

A No, no, no. Beeayse i1} were youny now, | wouldn™ have had the experiences
that [ have had, and 1 valug the expenences that 1've had, and | know - | wouldn’t want

to be young now, nol at all.

Q- What do you think of Act Up, and Queer Nation, and other radieal political gay
groups?

A I think that they do inestimable damage 1o we, what we used to be called the vay
movement. | thunk they give us a black cye. L don't approve of them, wd I think they're
juvenile,
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Q: How has the AIDS epidemic affected your hife?

A Ta the degrec that [ can say that my lover and | have more straight friends than
we have pay fmends. I've lost some very, very close personal friends, one member of my
famtily. N has affected us termbly. We are both HiV-negalive, and we participated in the
San Francisco men's study operated by the University of Califormia. We felt that was onc
way we could do our patt.

Q- OK, that’s the end ol the already-tvped-up questions. So now I'm going o go
back. When did, vou say you were al the University of Santa Clara, did you complete
vour degrec program?

A Yes, [ ook my bachelor’s degree wilh a major in political science. [ was
graduated 10 1954, [ was almest immediately drafted.

O This was during the Korean War, or alter?

A Right at the closing moments of it. I have what's called the Korean Ribhon, one
of the awards that | received. And then I went back into the Universily of Santa Clara
and entered law school. One of my classmates in both undergraduale work and in Taw
school 15 a name that yvou may very well know, John Vasconcellos. He's a very good
personal friend of mine. And after the first year of law school [ was having some
problems which had really nothing to do with our conversations herce, and [ transicrred
from the University of Santa Clara law schoel tor a very bnefstint at USF, and T decided
that 1 really didn™ want any more academics, and [ certainly was not fit to be a lawwver. |
don’t know how much lurther on that you want mc to go.

Q- So was that when you moved to Sun Francisco?

Al That's ¢xacily when I moved to San Francisco.

0 And that would have been in 19547

A 54,

Q- 59, OK. What was the ¢ity like in "39?

A: Cleancr, There were a few gay bars. Of course, the Black Cat, and [ think (he
Mississippl Mule was open at that time, and (here was Finnoccio's, That's about the only
way [ can answer that question,

i Can you taik about how s changed over those years from 1959 Lo the present.

Al you mentioned being the first openly gay merchant in the Casiro. Can you talk o bit
abowt how the Castro hus changed over the years?

L



GLBT Historical Society
http://www.glbthistory.org

A Well, the Casire has, [ ihink, changed negatively, 'l go 1nto my first merchant
kit here in a moment because ! had & fecling you'd bring this up. In 1964, the lover that
committed suicide and mysclf opened a card and gift shop. Although the Missoun Mule
was 0 existence around the comer on Market Strect, we operated this shop as the iirst
openly gay - [ was openly gay, my lover was In the closel, this is pant ol the reason he
commilied swicide. [ was openly gay and [ got involved in the merchanl’s associalion,
and in Mission Station palicc-community relations, where the commanding officer was
one of my dearest Iricnds. [ had many friends in the police departmeni al that time, And
our purpese - they went and brought other gay merchants in - and our purpose in lhose
days was 10 prove thit we're just as good as anybody clse. We don’t want favorable
irealment. We jusl want equal treatment and (o be respecled for what we are. And we
were reaching the point ol a good assimiiation. And then along came a man with whom [
had tove-hate relationship by the name of Harvey Milk, And he decided we queers were
better than anybody else. And you sce the outcome of 1t now. You sce the Castro as iLis
now.

In a word, the Caslro hag become ghettoized. And [ ind that, you know, some of these
gay movemenis like yvou menlioned to me before you can sce in somc of the fetiers to the
cditors in lhe gay paper, “The Caslro 1s Ours.”™ And | liunk that kind of separatism
creaies 1 will and homophaobia ralher than creatcs acceptance and respecl.

5 One of the things that you're most famous lor are your letters to the editor. How
did you el started writing letters Lo the cditor and, perhaps, in addition to how you got
started with thal, you could explain your political development  how you came (o your

palitics as well.

A Weil, the letters 1o the cditor, 'l start with that first, My first letier 1o the eduer
was 1o the San Francisco Examiner when Harry Truman hred Douglas bacArthar, That
was back in 1951, My sceond leiter to the editor was when [ gol out of the service in
1956, when | was supperting — this was to the Chronicle — when [ was supporting the
wrile-in movement for Senator Joseph MeCarthy lor president. Because although | voted
for the ike-Nixon tickel in both 752 and *56, 1 felt that Mr. Eisenhower was a LIittle bit too
liberal for me. And [ just kind of picked up the habit and starting in the "60s, [ really
started wriling reguiarly, and T guess that the editors considered some of what | have to
say presenting different vicwpoints, | now have published over 6,000, which | think 15 -
I"ve got volumes Nlled around here with letters 1o the eduor. 1 enjoy il | respect the
cditors and I think they respect me, and 1 obyviously don’t have all of ther printed. But it
puts outside my vicws — 1l puls my views out 10 other people - and | wrnite to hope that
people will rethink their positions, whether they agree with me or nol. ¥ou notice sone
people don't agree with me, they challenge me. And | cnjoy wrtling and | enjoy putting
my ideas out. Now that flows logically tnto my politics, which arc - [had a priest at the
University of Santa Clara say that [ had the greatest political mind of the 12¥ Century,
Weil, [ am slightly right of center, but that gocs back to my deep, deep abiding love wnd
respect for the Lintled States and for the Constitution and the fact that T do believe that the
conservative movemenl, particalarly 1o the Republican Party, offers the singular besl
hope for the United States. | started developing politically, | came from 4 political

11
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family. You have two objects surrounding you here who came from a former govemor
and senator of the state of Califorrua, Hitam Johnson, His grandson had g lodge in
Twainheant, He was one of the 200 people up therc. These were originally in that lodge.
And I've always becn imterested in politics. My first active campaign was in 1940 hefore
we left Oakland. Always out carrying little things around campaigning for always the
Republican candidate. A couple of mes I've been templed to move Lo the Libertanan
Party, bul T find that the Republican Party stunds for the uleals that [ think are best for the
United States. | do not like, and | don’t respect the so-called gay leaders, politcally
comect though thoy be, who say all gays must vole this way, 1 place my patriotism and
allegiance 1o the United Slates above my own homosexuality. 1 have saud this in letlers
and [ have said 5o on talk radio. The present incumbent of the White House T detest
because he's a cowardly drafl dodger and | went in when T was out of the ¢losern. | don™t
know why he shouldn't serve lus country like everybody else does. And the politics of
the present Democratic Party, or Democrat Party, rather, to me is nothing but a poor
tirror of the Soviet Union. Did 1 step on some toes there?

Q: No, i1's OK. What do you think of the prescnt state of the Republican Party and
how do you feel about the influence thal the Christian right has on the Party at this
maoment’?

A i feel the Republican Party 15 and ought to be a big tent, | don’t [cel that the
influence of the Christian right is any more disproportionalc to our party than I think the
influcnce of the sccular left ! admit, T always have {ell that the sceular left dominated
the Democratic Party as I've just said {rom Franklin Roosevelt right on down the line -
but you have good people in the Democrat Parly, oo, And [ ihink that these tend Lo
counterbalance one another. 1 am nol — as a2 gay man, | don’t fezar the influcnce of the
Christian right 1n the Republican Party becausc the Republican Party's history is such
that it does not tolerate intolerance. And with the exception of - well, there's 4 few
Democrats that | voted for - Jack Unola is o good fniend of niine - but | think these are
your mamstream Doemaocrats, not the type of peaple who we have in the White House or
Franklin Roosevelt. Harry Truman was a vory patriatic man, He didin"c et the scealar
tefl influence him toe much. [ counterbalance them, if I've made any sensc at all.

oy You were m the military and you never had any problems 1w, but many gays and
lesbians have had a lot of problenis in the nulitary, and 1 wondered if you had any
comment an the “Den’t ask, don't tell” policy and what’s been happening in the military
lo gay people over the years?

A Well, let me back up. 1can't{ind it. 1 don’t have a computer. We're only poor
Repubiicans, we can’t afiord computers. 1 1 could hind the article that | wrote in the
Sentinel, 1 could best identify my response, but I'm not going 1o waste your lme lonking
for i When T went in the mililary and also these gays who were with me in the nuilitry
-1 can't speak for all ol them, of course, 1 don’t presume to - there was no such thing as
a gay movement. We were drafted, we did our duty, we accepted our discharge, we
conducted ourselves well on the buse. Any extracurricular activitics, il | may, were done
off the base and out of uniform, We were nol gay, we just were draftees whoe bappened
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to have that of our lives. Today, i1 1s changed. You have these gays that are demanding
these things and are domanding them while in unifonn. They're staging these protests.
This codification of “Don’t ask, don’t tell” was stupid. Before, you know, you did things
-- you behaved yourself as a soldier and you lived by the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, MNow i1 “Don't ask, don’t tell,” this hypocnite of a president that we have
succeeded in codiflving behavior that had never been codified before. S0 now your
radical gays who arc in usc the gay agenda 1o agitate for things that they shouldn’t be
agitating for things while in the military. [ gucss [ maybe sound a hittle bit confused here,
but I don’t - Ithought that Mr. Clinten, 1f he had signed that executive order when he
was Nrst inaugurated droppmg the bar, would have been one thing, But consistent with
his characler he chickened out, and now he made the circumstances worsc, and a lot of
thosc people who like Margaret, | can’t think of her last ..

Q : Calamar

A: Thank you. During the time that he said he was going to sign this order and the
time that “Don’t ask, don’t tell” was enacted, a lot of people felt that 1t was salc to come
out and agitatc for certain things. 5o he got them trapped in this mode. 1 don’ like
“Ban’t ask, don’t tell.” | think when you go in the nulitary you should be what you are,
but den't become an activist or an advocate, Your duty 1s first lo your military, not to
your scxtal oricntation. Did I step on any toes there?

Q) No.
A I'm not afraid to say, but | don't want to insult my guest at the same lime.

&5 What about a group like Log Cabin Republicans? How do you see them fitting
mto things?

A: [ntercstingly cneugzh, | was the founding co-chair of the forerunner of the Loy
Cabin Republicans. It was Concerned Republicans for Individual Rights. A young
gentleman who is now deceased by the name of Tom Eisenbery and | were the founding
co-chairs of that organization. One of the goals of the CRIR was - basically what my
goul was as the first merchant in the Castro, the first gay merchant, you know
assimilation, respect us for what we arg, here’s what we are, we're out of the closet, but
we're working for the good of the United States through the Republican Parly and trying
1o show you that we are no different than anybody else. 1 dropped out of Concemned
Republicans for [ndividual Rights because Tomimy and | got mamed and | removed
myself from political and public liic altopether. Since the other organization became
assimilated into Log Cabin, [ have not had much to do with it except what | read in the
papers. One of the big people in the gay Republican movement here, who I think Lwill
respect by not mentioning his name, 1s a real headstrong gay activist and [ find that if he
15 reflective of Log Cabin, 1t's very destructive. [ tike the idea of gay Republicans
working within the Republican Party, but L don't like the idea of gay Republicans any
more than the religious right taking over from the big tent atlitede of the Republican
Party, and [ think much of what Loy Cabin docs - for instance, on the Matt Fong thing
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thal has just come up. So what, | don’t carc il Matl Fong gave this guy some money.
He's a lot betier than the gal we have n thete now. But the San Franciseo branch, of
course, being radicalized, being here in San Francisco, went right for 1t and withdrew
their endorsement. 5o [ don’t really have that much use for the local leadership of Log
Cabin, but for the national ideals of Log Cabin | do.

(- Is there anything that we haven’t discussed that you feel you want 1o add wlale |
try 1o think of any other questions that I might have?

A Well, tirst of ali, I want 1o mention one thing to you, Roland. | don’t want you to
sit and feel you have to manulacture questions {for me. If you think that we have reached
a logical end where nothing more can be sawd, [ understand that.  think there’s one thing
that | would like 1o emphasize because Fommy and | being -~ you know, I post our letlers
ta the cdilors in the windows and our political side  we're truly an endangered speeics
right here in the heart of the Castro. 1 think there’s something that I would like o
cmphasize that was only touched opon. And T get a bitde agitated. Mayhe 1 should take
ong of my pain pills. The fact that you're gay should not be the overnding factar in
anybody's life. A least, it hasn't been Inmy lover’s or mine, 've bean oul longer than
hec has. He came out just four months belore we gol marricd. These people who sce
things through a gay blinder that 1f you're gay, you've got 1o vole this way, you've gol 1o
support this, you can’| support that - I find is temibly self-destructive 1o the individual
andd 10 the whole concept of the acceptance of the homosexual in America. | dan™ have
the book. ['n1 serry, iU's outl of print, too. Do you remember a book by a pscudonym,
Donald Webster Corey, The Homosexual in America.

{): I read that when it first came out and I actually met him.

Al Did you? | never really understood why he used a pscudonym, by the way.

{x He was mamied and bad kds. He was not really out.

A Then it sort of defeated the whole purposc ol his book.

Q- It waus little bizarmre.

A It was bizare. Inone chapter in that book  and that book came out [ think in the

50z or carly "6ds ..,
0. Carly “6H0s.

A: Farly "00s, yes, Mr. Corey, in far better language than | could ever use, said
basically this: All we want is acceptance. You don’t have to like us. Just accept us and
remember that we're in your fanuly, we're all over. Basically that has been what | have
feltand, when you have these, [ eall themt radical gays, | don’t know what they really call
themselves, saying that 17 you're gay you have (o velc this way, or you have (o do that, |
think that’s one of the worst things in the world (hat could happen o the homoscxual
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movement, if there 15 such a movement. And Tommy and 1 have wiped human feces and
dog poop off of our windows because we're nol afraid to speak our politically
conservative mind. And gay people — and [ think this is the sum and substance of what
I'm tclling you — was also averred to in the book that I've just mentioned, “The
Homosexual in Amcerica.”™ Gay people who have for so long suffered intolerance at the
hands of the 1gnorant masses, consumed as they are by their Christian dogma, did { get ali
that in. Gay people, of all peopie, should be tolerant and respectlul of ¢iher peopic’s
views and other people’s rights and other people’s way of living, orientatien or what have
you. [ find teday’s gays and, you know, the age difference between Tommy and myseif,
you met him — bul gays in thetr twenties and thirhies, and even in their fortics, arc some of
the mest tntolerant people 've ever known, and [ think this wrong. We, of all people,
should want to have as our mantle or mantra, whichever yvou prefer, tolerance. Bul boy,
oh, boy, your young gays don’t have it today, and we're living proof right here in the
Castro.

Q: [ have two more questions and [ think that will end it. The first one goes back to
somcthing you mentioned earlier, that is, that you're an atheist and that you leht the
Catholic Church in 1959, did you say? Could you talk about that a litttc bit”

A: Well, sure. I lefi the Church. 1 was starting (o leave the Chureh when T was in
Furope. The reason 1 left the Catholic Church had nothing o do with being gay. Asa
matter of fact, | was in a Jesuit monastery in Europe. 1 took a leave lrom the military.
And I really wanted to become a Jesuit. So strongly was [ influcneced by the Jesuits at the
University of Santa Clara. | was a very devout Catholie, T like 1o think of mysclf], we all
have pur frailties, [ weni to conlession. When 1 went to Eurepe, when [ was in the
military, [ did a great deal of traveling through Europe. | was very lucky. | saw almost
all of Western Curcpe. And | saw the tremendous hypocrisy in the difference between the
way the clergy live, the way they preached to the Taity to live, but that’s the way the Loty
lived. And [ started beconuing disillusioned with the so-called social pracuces of the
Church in Europe. And from that point, my faith started eroding. [ began to sce
Catholicism as really an cvil, as a mind-controlling cvit in the same way as colonialisi. 1
camc back lront the serviee, enlercd faw school in Santa Clara, and oy Faith really began
o gel preity badly shaken, because [ saw the activism of the priests here in the Ulnited
States greatly paralieling that in Europe. I hadn’t really been aware of it before because |
hadn't seen Europe. 50 in 1959, aficr moving, to San Francisco, | made a conscious and
deliberate decision o renounce the Chureh. 1 threw my rosary and missal on the steps, |
did it dramatically. That chureh in North Beach, not Francis of Assisi, but St Peter’s and
Paul, and | no longer believe inamy religion at all. [ Nind them to be all evil cxcepl
Judaism. | have great admiration for the Hebrew laith. That's my develution, as it were,
from a practicing Cathelic. And Tommy is a former Catholic, too, but he leli the Church
for other reasons that I really am not surc of.

R What do you think aboui the Church’s current position on homosexuabity and the
current Pope’s attitades towards L
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Al I don’t think the Church’s position en hamoscxuality has ever changed, | know a
lot of gay priests, by the way. Jeswits and sceular. [ don’t know how they can live with
their own hypocrisy, bul 1hat’s their problem. it’s not mine. The Church’s position on
homasexuality 1s absolulely unrealistic. Homosexuality was never specilically
condemned by Chnst and in your orthedox Greck church, homosexuality 15 openly
practiced as it is in the Anglican Church, Witness what you have going on at Grace
Cathedral here. But the Church, meaning the Catholic Church, their position on
homosexuality ts blind, it’s stupid, (s jgnorant - 1t’s based on ignorance. | don’™t cven
know Lhat 1°s worthy of discussion because (hey e not going to change and we're not
going to change, but they should come to the reality, again, of tolerance. Though some
local parishes like this one here may practice tolerance, deep down undemeath they
haven't changed at all. When [ was the first openly gay merchant here back in the mid-
‘605, the battles we had with the church .. I'll digress here for just a moment because
this 1s symptomatic of that about which we arc speaking. Do you remember the ) Car
murders?

Q- OMh, yus, yes, now T know what you’re talking about. That was before my time n
San Francisco but they re very lamous.

M The kids lrom this parish church here, Holy Redeemer, carricd lictle cards, “Kill a
Queer for Christ.” [ saw these cards. Somce of my cop Iricnds showed them to me. So
there’s your answer on the Church. T think it 1s an evi] mstitution, and it 1s a deplorable
mstitution, but 1 respeet its Constitutional right to existin the United States.

ik Also vou have mentioned a couple of times being married. And ong of the big
issucs today secms to be marriage {or sumce sex partners, and there's a Constitutional
amendment that’s going (o be voted on in Hawaii and Alaska this coming November 3,
How do vou feel about marriage for same scx paitners?

A Well, quite frankly, [ usc the word "'marriage’ as lor Tommy and myschi rather
looscly. We are not marnied, obviously. Treally . 1thionk the institation of marriage is a
farce. [think people could go o a committed relationship and need neither the
approbation of the church or stale to make that o valid relationship, so Usay that Tommy
and [ are marricd in sort of whimsical sense that we consider oursclves marricd. And into
a hell ol a battle with my mother over this a couple of years helore she passed away. But
- can | imterject something here?

OR Sure.

A: told you about my parents” attitude toward me, that [ was never sure. Mo had
to aceept Tom. She didn’t want to, because my going with Tom gave lie o her statement
which [ referred 10 you that, you know, now that my late lover 15 gone 1'm gong (6 go
straight, 1But Mo developed such o love for Tom because he helped me sober up tha,
an her deathbed, my brother attended my mother on her deathibed, She dicd in her own
home the way she wanted, and she said -1 couldn’t po up there beeause of my allergices
and my 1llness - that’s beside the pomnt. She smidd, *T want my two Toms to scatter my
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ashes where Tommy  mc being Tommy  wants his ashes scattered up in the Sonora
Puss. 1 bring that litile aside up o show you that -- mother was a Mormon, and boy,
they're as anti-queer as the Catholic Church is - afier awhile, you can prove yoursell
even 1o the most obdurate minds. 1 just brought that little aside up to show you. S0 Tom
and [, we scattered our mother’s ashes up there,

R It seems W mie there's more going on with the marriage thing because there are
two aspects Lo it Ong s the legal part of i1, the kinds of property things and so on that
are part of being mamied, that gavs don’t have access to and we have o go through
convoluted ways to deal wilth property arrangements and so on because we're not
recognized legally. And then the other thing is the commuitnent thing which you talked
about, and somehow there seems to be this tradition that you have to be blessed cither by
the statg ot by the church before vour commitment to cach other can have any validily.
S50 I'm asking you to sort of .

A Let me go to your first pant first about the complications of property and personal
effeets, [ had a letier printed in the Chronicle oh, two, three, four years ago, | don’t
know, which addresses this. 1 a gay couple, again, let’s just use Tommy and mysclf. Or
you and your lover, you said that yvou and vour lover had been together for 23 years, |
don’t tmean o intrude upon your lives, so 1'm going to strictly remain with Tommy and
mysell here, but I'm sure there’s some parallels. You can draw up, and it's not
complicated - you can draw up all lezal documents necessary to preserve everything that
yvou have in the event that one predeceases the other, as T am going to do, because | have
almost dicd a couple of imes. And all of our documents are drawn up and are tested, so |
don’t have any problem with the distribution of our bank accounts or my trusts or any of
this nalure or property — we don't have any real property, we have a hitle personal
propetty, and a new car, things of this nature. You can hold these things in jeint tenancy,
you can draw up your durable powers of uttormey for health cure, or your pencral powaers.
And this addresses all of those things, so you don’t need the approbation of the state,
becausc these things are tested in a courl of law and they're wotally legal and vahd, bath,

The sceond point, as far as the commitment is concerned, you know, they say you have to
have a - clergy or state or whatever it 1s they say. That’s a bunch of garbage. You have
not ontly i gay life, but in straight life too - probably more than they want o admit 1t
vou have straight couples (that cohabit for many, many years without the sanctification of
the state and the clergy, but their Hves are just marvelous and they spawn and give us all
sorts of little boys that wm nto gueers, as they will. S0 Tdon’t believe that a person’s
commilment to one ancther, or a couple’s commiument 1o ong another. necds a stale or a
church o make it any more enduring, Tom and [ have had our marriage tested primarily
duc to health and financial preblems - not now, ftnancial problems., but carly on - and
nty health, which is deteriorating rapidly. And [ eouldn’t find 2 more devated lover, anl
[ know, for mstance, you and your lover, 25 years, without going into the intricacics of
your relationship with your lover - as between these two houscholds, there 15 43 yors
that 1s almest half a century. I'il bet you there's an awful lot of people who have
martiage licenses in city hall that havent fasted one third that long.
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() Well, we know that™s true heeause of the divoree rate,
A That’s exactly right. Se [ don’t believe, and [ - my mother and father had a very

strange relationship. L, like all firstbom, came aleng awful goddamn

Q: This 1s Tape 2 of an interview with Thomas M. Edwards conducted by Roland
Schembain for the Oral History Project of Gay-Leshian Histonical Society of Northem
California on October 29, 1998, You were finishing up your thoughls on mirriage.

A I think the institution of martiage is an anachronism and that it 15 not necded and
that | therefore don't undersiand why gay people arc pushing so hard lor sometlung
which really doesn’t have any meaning 1o begin with. And that’s consistent with what |
had said carlier.

Q- While we were changing tapes, you mentioned that in the carly "6Us, you were
part of the Kinsey people’s interviews with people here in the Bay Area, and [ wondered
1F you™d like 1o talk about that, because it spunded mteresting 1o me.

A It was actually in the late *60s. It may have even lapped over into 1970 itsell.
But the Kinsey Instilute was doing a follow-up on its various works dealing with human
sexuality and they ran notices in the gay press and also little notices 1n the gay bars.
They wanted volunteers, both for interviewers and interviewees, And 1t so happens that,
as a seeondary depree { have a degree in psychology - and | signed up 1o be an
mierviewer. And a couple of gay girls were running it here out of Bloomington, Indiana,
they were out here. They were tin the (ower - one of the cathedral towers down there.
And | interviewed - cach interview lasted about four hours. This 1s rather paralie] to
what vou and | arc doing, And | don’t recall how many men [ interviewed, ranging from
wentifving themselves as exelusively gay or not knowing. Some of them were in the
closel, some were oul of the closet. They had signed up through gay bars and the gay
newspapers at the same time. The range of the interview strikingly paralleled the mitial
gucstions that you had prepared for me, and 1 mel Reverend Phylhs BEdwards, who was
ordained by Bishop Pike licre. She was onc of the interviewees, And all of our
imformation went back o the Kinsey Institute in Bloominglon, And | found it very
mteresting. [ 1hink that the project lasted about a year. Now that’s basically my
recollection of 1t. As [ar as the substance of the interview, you can say that the first
questions you asked me about my sexual cncounters and my realization shout myselt and
my family’s atitude and my riends” attitude and caployer-cmployee relationship were
strikingly similar. I thought sbout that when you first started questioning me.

Q- One of the things we haven't really talked about, and 1 just thought of i, are some
of the personalitics in the gay San Francisco community over the yvears and alse some of
lhe organizations, and I'm thinking particulariy of people like Panl Hardmzn and Ray
Broshears and Del and Phyllis (that's Del Martin and Fhyllis Lyons) and Harry Britt.
Harvey, of course, you mentioned i passing, Harvey Milk, and Tom Ammune. Sonw of
the groups like Pride and SIR and the Council on Religion and the Homosexual, 'm
probably forgctting things.
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Al Well, of all ol those people thal you have mentioned, the only one that T have not
met personally or recall an acquaintance is Tom Ammiano. [ have never voted for him
and I never will vote Tor him. 8IR, [ was a member of 51R, and a malter of fact Bill
Beardemple, who was one of the founders of SIR, he founded the San Francisco Sentinel
for which I was the “resident conservative writer” as yvou and | have alluded to before,
Harty Bl 1 thought he was unsuited man for an unsuited job, and he just really didn’t
know what he was doing. Dell Mariin and Phyllis Lyon, | honestly respect them. 1don’t
really like them, but [ respect them for their ploneening efforts, and T have a great - and |
do respect them and 've writlen about thoim several times in my letters to the editor. You
mentioned the Council on Homesexuality and Religion. That was onc of the adjuncts,
onc ol the sponsors of the Kinsey study. They worked with that. And one of its founders
was Tom's and my personal attomey, John Wall, who 1s a dear Mmend of mine and who
ran for supcrvisor back in the early "B0s. What are some of the names that you've
mentioncd? Well, Ul tel]l you something lunny. tlarvey Milk, when my late lover
conumitled suicide, he was one of the Nirst people, he was there. [ was running for
supervisor at that time, and the head of my campaign was a police inspector. Harvey and
[ were running at the same ume. | drew enough voles from him that he didn’t get in that
time. He was one of the Nirst people 1o come o my door, and a couple of yoars later
when his lover hanged himsell, | was one of the first people to contact him. LEarvey and 1
didn’t really like each other, but we did respect one another. Now, who clse did vou
mention?

Q: Paul l{ardman.

A Oh, | liked Paul. Paul also worked for the Sentinel and SIR, and he was o good
fricnd of Bill Beardempl, and hie had an adorable little very fru-fru house dowi there on
the corner of Pacific. Paul and | didn’t really get 1o know each other. He was a ittle out
of my class, I don’tsay that disparagingly. We just didn't have that much in comman.
Was there somcebody else that you mentioned?

Q: There may have been, but | can’t recall. Onc of the groups that Paul Hardiman
founded was the Alexander Hamilton post of the Amencan Legion,

Al [ was asked Lo join that and [ was going to be sponsored by another gay luminary,
name Henry Lelew. Henry passed on a couple of years ago, | believe it was, He hived on
217 Street. Tnever did join the Alexander Hamilon post of the American Legion. |
puess I'm just not a groupic. [ have great respect for what the post has done, and then,
oo, at the time that 1 was asked, Tommy and [ were settling into our relationship, and |
don’t do any cutside activities any more, excopt my letters. You remembor Heney Leleu?

h Yes, [ koow the name. But didn’t be have 2 lot o do with the bar scenc?
A Yes, he had investments 1n practically all of the local bars around here,
: I thoueht sa. [ never knew him but [ knew the name.
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A Were there any other nanies that yvou had ..
Q: You mentoned the Black Cat. I wondered (I you knew Josc at all?
A Fknew him vaguely, He wouldn™ know me. He's getting up in years now. |

mean, U'm 67, Jasc has got to be - 1 have the anrticle here in the paper from Life magazime
back in "64 which mentions the fact that when Jase mn lor supervisor he was the first
one. [ shook hands with him at a couple of gay functions and that’s been about it. That’s
all | know of him.

03 Is there anybody that I'm forgetting that you might want to remember and Lalk
about?
A No. | ¢could probably bore vou with an aw{ul lot of people who, you know, that

have come in and out of my life and whom 've known here in San Francisco, but no, not
particularly. T would leave it up to you to be the name suggester, the name dropper.

Q- [ know one of the names that I’'ve mentioned and just because he's always been
such an intriguing character lor me. e was one of the first people that 1 mel when i
came to San Francisco and | don™t know whether that was a pood thing or a bad thing,
And that was the Reverend Ray Broshears.

A Oh, yus. Oh, my God, There’s a picture in up and over Tommy's and my bed of
Michacl Delaney, a very good friend of ours, a former roomimate of ours who dicd of
AIDS, and that’s one of the deaths that really eracked me up badly. But Reverend Ray
and I -- he used to write about me in his litde rag, and he - Ray Broshears is the man that
gave me the mickname "the fascist faggot™ because of my nghl-wing views. And yes, I'd
socialize with Ray and would go to political meetings and we were always on opposite
sides of the table, somctimes literally, sometimes figuratively. He died in about the samce
year Tommy and I oved i here, about "81 or *82, and Ray was a very ecolorful man. tle
wis g nenordained minister of a nonexistent church. He ran his Iitde - not shelter for the
homeless, but he was onc of the precursors ol that. But, yves, [ always - sometimes in
Kim's newspaper, which was yours, but I'll refor wo it as Kint™s now, I'll allude to mysclf
as “'the fascist faggot™ becavse Ray was the one that gave me that name. | remember him
very well,

Q. Well, I can't think of anybody ¢lse, and maybe this is a good stopping point,
althouesh iCs kind of stegenge 1o ond it with Ray Brosheurs.

A ' eel] vou, wherever Ray s, and | don’t know where he considers what, [ think
he would consider it something of an tronic point that 1n an interview of thes nature that

his name would come up as it did, particulady in the house of “the Tascist Biggot,”

Q: Well, it's interesting, He's buried in Gelden (ate National Cemetery in the
! L
Presidic.
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Al Fdidn't know that.
Q: Berause he was a veteran and that’s where he wanted to be buned and that’s
where he was burnied.
A | didin’t know that. | have opted - | have burtal rights too in the National

Cemelery, but [ think people other than myscll deserve them, so Tommy wiil scatter my
ashes up in the Sonora Pags. There’s a little site up there. | didn't know that about Ray,
That, by the way, 15 a beauuful cemetery, 1t"s one of the most beautiful spots in the city.

Q. That's it.





